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358th Infantry - Hiﬁory - ‘ 1 Decelﬁber i9lplp

Like the preceding month, December was to embrace another remark-
able episode in the history of the 358th Infantry Regiment. The success-
ful crossing of the Moselle River was to prove but a prelude to the even
more mighty operation of crossing the Saar River. Though each operation
will be well marked in the annals of American Military Operati ons, the
latter will be characterized by a terrain most favorable to the enemy
and by the determined fighting of companies, depleted in strength, against
the fortifications of the Siegfried Line. :

The first day in the month of December found the Regiment assembled .
in the vicinity of Veckering, F¥rance, and billeted in several German
barracks. A few days previous, the Regiment had been relieved from att-
achmentto the 10th Amored Division and its mission in that sectar .
Arrival at Veckering Barracks began an intensive program of dPraining and
of rehabilitation of troops. The prospect of replacements before the
Saar Operation were not good, and S0 the existing fighting power had to
be trained to its maximum effectiveness.

Tn a ccordance with the particular needs of each unit, training
programs were initiated by the Battalions to encompass all of the re-
quirements of the future op rations. The men were given the opportun-
ity of Piring their basic and primary weapons on makeshift ranges. Al=
ong with the training there was an entertainment program, arranged by
1st Lt. Ackel, SS0. The Chaplains conducted religious services in all
areas. '

3ince the lioselle Operati on and the succeeding attachment to the
10th Armd Div., some changes in command had taken place. Col. Christ-
ian H. Clarke, Jr. the Regimental Commanding Officer, because of illness,
was evacuated, and Lt. Col. Frederick H. Loomis, the Reg'l Ex. 0. ass-
umed command. +The following is the status of commnand on 1 December 1944 :

REGIMENT 1st BN 2nd BN 3rd BN
Cmdg Officer ~Lt Col Loomis  laj Nichols  laj Wallace Ma] Spivey
Fx. Officer Lt Col Schultz Haj Caldecott Capt lorrison Capt Shipe

5=-3 Capt Stotler Lt. Aughtry Lt. Smith Lt., tlwell
S=2 Maj Falvey Lt. Petsche Lt. Anderson Lt. Rudes
S=L Maj Olson Lt. Martin Lt. Utterbeck Lt. Goodman
1st Battalion 2nd Bagttalion 3rd Battalion
Co. 4 CO Lt. Neil Co & TO Capt newaombe Co I CO Capt Collier

B Lt. Campbell F Lt. Platter K Lt .Shortridge

C Lt. Brown G Capt Rust L Capt Bryan

D Capt Wright H - Lt., Helle M Benedict
First sergeants
Co. A Ohlson Co E Gray Co I Howe

B Blakley ¥ Langley K Hesse

¢ Cappa G Hurphy , L Kroyak

D Lewis H Miller 1l Inman
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358TH INFANTRY IMII-—'LEN@I- HISTORY - Q 2 December 19hl

§till no definite plans were made for the forthecoming crossing of the Saar
River. The way was devoted to further rehabilitation of the troopss Word was
received from the Division G-3 that the Regiment would probably not move until the
lith of December.: However, twenty-five 50 Cal. gun crews were alerted for movement
to the sector along the Saar occupied by the 358th Infantry - for the purpose of
supplying long range harrassing fire across the river. Dbovement of the crews was
pogtponed, however, and eventually cancelled entirelye ' ;
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The 358th Infantry organized a provisional battalion to parade in the streets 3
of Mebtz. The batbalion, under the command of Major James S. Spivey, the 3rd Bn CO, 1
stbired in new uniforms, was among the many representatives to march in the historic
city and to receive the ov=tions of the population., At the ceremony, several individ=:
uals were presented vith the coveted Croix de Guerre by the French Army. 3

= ."‘

358TH INFANTRY REGIMENT - HISTORY - 3 December 19U4L

Genersl Van Fleet, the Division CO, called a meeting in the Regimental area of !
a1l Company Commanders and Regimental and Battalion Staff Officers to orient them on |
the action in which the Regiment would be involved shortly. It became quite certain
that the 358th Infanbry would have an imporbant mission in the coming operations The |
experiences derived from the losselle Crossing promised to be of material value in -
establishing a bridgehe.d over the Saar River, 4

At 2100 the Regiment was alerted for movement on the following day to an ass- A
embly area along the Saar River, in preparation for gn assault crossing in the wic- i
inity of Pachten and Dillingen. Directly following the Alert, the Division Field 2
Message rumber l, which follows in part, was receiveds .

3. 358TH INFANTHY

2e 350Ch moves from present location to assy area indicated on overlay,
closing prior to o600, Houtes WO REN, LACROLY, RIBICHS, BOUFZOMNTILIHE, -
NI EDATI IO LPTTNS T AND GISINGEN, Div MP's will provide traffic

R

3 L natat 1
- senbeo DO 27 bem tiwels will sepcrt to Veck ring Barracts

control rnd marlk

b CLC900.
be Push ren to and outpost river line within Z at earliest practicable mom~
ent.

ce hHegimental CP - Gisingene /
'g:. Both hkegiments (357 &358) will, within Z, rcn for possible. crossing sites,
and positions for direct fire weapons, including tanks and TD's. OPfs will
be established early to allow rapid buildup of detailed enemy information.

Following the receipt of the Division Order, S-3 Stotler informed the Bns of

the scheduled move — and began work on the regimental order for the movement to the
new areae

— —
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order was issued during the early hours J. the lith December:

358 Inf
l; Dec Ll
1. a. 358th Inf moves from present location to agsembly area indicated on
overlay beginning at 040800 Dec closing prior to 0l1600 Dece
be HRoute: MONNEREN - LACROIX - BIBICHE - BOUZOWVILLE - NIEDALTDORF -
RAMVELFATGEN - GISINGEN. Dive MP's will provide Praffic control and mark route.
ce Regimental CP opens Gisingen 01100 Dece.
2. ae FIRST BATTALION
= Departs present area ab 0930 in 25 2% ton trucks and orgamic trans.
— arrive detrucking area abt 1130, to close in assembly area 1230, Push rcn to out—
post river line within 2 prior to 1,00,
b SECOND BATTALION
-~ eparts
trans abt 1400, to arrive detrucking area at 1600, closing in assembly area prior to 1
co THIRD BATTALION )
~ Departs present_area at 1000 in 25 2% ton trucks and organic trans.,
arriving detrucking area at 1200, to close in assembly area 1300. Push rcen to and
outpost river line within Z prior to 11:30.

4. CANTON CO.
Departs present area ab 1015 to arrive in vic GISINGEN at 1215. MNov-

ing into gun positions vie (231826) to support within hegimental Zonee

e, ANTI-TANK CO,

= Departs present area ot 1030 to= rrive GISINGEN at 1230. Place
one platoon in support each 1st and 3rd Bns; one (1) platoon in depth within
Aegimental Bone.

£+ 00:.B 315 MED BN

=" Departs Veckering 1l15 to arrive THN 1600

¢, SERVICE CO. Departs present arca 1345 to arrive IHN 1530,

£° WEITML WG CO: Deperts with fyd ech at 0800 to close GISINGEN AT
1000, DeDarts rear ech at 1530 %o close GISINGEN +t 1550,

3¢ as All Bns and Regt I& R Platoons will establish OP's within Reg'T'L 2

on river Line at earliest practicable moment, Heports will be made to this Hq by

1800,

358TH INFANTHY - HISTL}#'-

The following

bg 1st and 3rd Bns will ren within Z for possible crossing sites and
nositions for direct fire weapons, including tanks and TD's.

L. @ Bn CO will designate march units of not to exceed 25 vehicles. Each
march unit will have a control and tail officers
' be Control speeds 20 MPH
= jiaximum Speed: 30 "

Mimimm Speed:

Jimimm distance between vehicles — 50 yardse

’ LOOMIS
OVFICLAL: CMDG
STOTLER
5-3

Lovement of the Hegiment occupied most of the day, the movement beginning

with the First Battalion at 0930 and completing with the Second Battalion closing
in its assembly ~rea around 1700. The new Hegimental CP opened in the town of
GISENGEN at 1230. The move to thea ssenbly area was withoub incident except for

sst march units in the cclumn, Ae the remainder of the Ha Co vehicles approached
the tovm of Fisengen, direct, high velocitw fire w.s received fromacross the river—
cousing the injury of cne man from the Company. Ar the 8scond Battalion detrucked
to contirme it's morch to the as Wi spea ab disenzen, bthe column was again

#:pad uoon b o Arect firetr e2jon censiiyg the death of one man and the infury of

-

Tom présent area in twenty-three (23) 2% ton trucks and organig .
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‘ecember 194l (cont)

. Darkness found the lst Bn assembled in Ste. Barbara, the 2nd Bn in Guisengen
and the 3rd Bn in Oberlimberg, The lst and 3rd Bns maintpsined OP's along the

river 1ime, By darkness, Major Nichols and M. jor Spivey, 680's of the 1lst and 3rd
Bns., respectively, had reconnoitered the river bank in company with the Bn S-3's.
The atbtached TD's had reconnoitered the high ground overlooking the river for the
purpose of finding suit.ble positions from which to effectively support the river
crossing with direct fire. Meanwhile, a self-propelled 155mm gun was made available
ss another direct fire weapon - and arrangements were made with Company B of the
315th Engr's to clear a field of fire for the 8P, Co B of the 8lst Cml Bn was also
made available to the Regiment for the purpose of screening the daylight operations
on the river with smoke and to supporbt the assanlting battalions with firee

328th Infantry — Historylgy

The Regimentzl I & R Flatoon played an important role from the very beginning
of the operation by manning two OP's on the west side of the river. Lt. Payne's
men viere to become of further assistance later on by assisting in the maintenance
of contact with the Battalions after they crossed the river,

During the night of the fourth, the engineers worked on the river road thatw as
4o become the main supply routes While the platoon, headed by Lv. Denbargh, was en-

zaged in sweeping the road, it drew considerable small arms and mortar fire from

across the river and was forced to disperses 411 but a small section of the river
road wasswept this night. The remsinder was swept just prior to the assault cross=—

ing.
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358th Infantry - History - "5 Decenber 191

The £ifth of December began the final day of planning before the Regiment
was bo make ib's assault crossing of the Saar River. The written Divisgion Order
was not expected until later in the day, but all concernad vere oriented verbally
by the Regimental Commender, Lt. Cols Loomis and the Hegimental 5-3, Capb Stotler,
For the crossing the Regiment was to be assisted by the 206th Engineer Battalion,
Commended by Lb. Col. Pronge. The three Battalions spent the entire day perfecting
their plans for the crossing, making further reconnaissance of the crossing a reas
-nd briefing the troops on the det:ils of the operation. Among the details in the
olan, were.the arrangements with the 200th Engrs for the crossing of the assault Bnse
Some 80 boats were made available - while 68 could be manned for the first wave.

Just ater the assault waves had crossed, Co B of the 315th Engr Bn was to begin work

on a foot bridse — to be comleted prior to dawm and in operation by daylight, A1l
daylight operations along the river site were %o bes creened with smoke, from a Corps
Chemiczl Smoke Unit, assisted by the L.2 Mortarse.

In the early afternoon, the Division Commander, General Van Fleet, conferred at
the Kegimental CP with Lt. Col. Prong and Lt. Col. Loomis. A map reconnaisgsance was
initiated for the purpose of determining the best crossing sites, considering the

enemy fields of fire, commanding terrain snd the condition of the river and its banks.

4 cround recornaissance wes then made by all commanders concerned.

Fart of the genersl plsn was that the 90th Div forces would conbact the forces
of the 95th Div on the far side of the river, on the 90th's right., Liaison was con-
stantly maintained with this unit. iaison w.s also established with the 357th Inf
which was to assanlt on the 356th's left.

During the day, the Hegiment received the Division FO 2, and from this order,
made it's FO #27, which follows:
358th Inf
051930 Dec Lk
F.0e #27

1., A. Amex No. 1 - Intelligences.

P. (1) XX Corps contimiss the atk to force brhd over the Saar River.

= (2) 5th Inf Div completes lep-up of SE portion of Corps Z, W of Saar, pre-
pared to exploit brhd of 95th Inf Div.
(3% 95th Inf Div conbirmes exp-nsion of present brhd.
(1) 10th AD contirues demonghration in Mergig, area prevsred to cross Saar
within 3rhd and continue atk to the Ea

(5) 9Cth Div will force crossing of Snar Rivek within Z with Reghs abreast

in order from R to Lt 358th, 0601543 357 Inf 0604154. 359th on N exerts pressure

0 frent by fire and prepares to cross within Z of other Regbs orepar-tory to committ-

ment in a NE direction, or to assault hill mass to immediabe from from vresent pose

2. 350th Inf -

Atchds Co. A 712th Tk Bn Support: Z06th IEngr Bn
Co. B 315th Enzr Bn 3lith ¥A Bn
Coe 3 8lst Cml Bn Co B 773rd ID Bn

Co. B 315th Med Bn
4. TForces crossing of Saar River iihin Z at 060l154 Dec with 1st 2n on R S,
3rd Fn on L, Wa
5o Captures Pachten and Dillinzen.
B. Contimues’ a2tk bo secure Div Obj, hich zround NE Piesbach.

Fe As 18t Bn -~

ATchdr 1 Flab Co 5 31L0%h ingr Busuorb: Co G 205tk Engr Bn
1 Fl=t Co A 712 Tk Bn
1 ¥l:t Co B 773 TD Bn

¢ .
T e R A R e e e I o i T A sttt
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358th Infantry - IIistory.%-: *écember 19l (cont)

(1) Force assavlt crossing Saar River at site indicated at O60LL5A Decs §
(2) Drive rapidly to reach PLl prior to daylighte . 4
§3 Ab davlight continue atk to capture that portion of Dillingen within Z. 4

L) Maintain contact with 3rd Bn on lefte
g) Vith Right on Prims River protect Regl R until elements 95th Div are

contacted.
(6) Dontinue atk to secure Objs A and B within Z.
b. 3rd Bn -
= Echd: 1 Plat Co B 315th Engr Bn Support: Co B 206th Engr Bn

1 Plat Co A 712 Tk Bn
1 Plat Co B 773 TD Bn
Elg Force assanlt crossing Saar River at site indicated at O60L15A Dece
2y Atk to secure £ll portions Pacten possible prior to daylighte
(3) At daylight contimue atk to reach FLL and capture that portion of
Dillingen within Z.
I,) Maintain contact with 2nd Bn 357th Inf on lefte
5Y  Wikdoddedrkker Continue atk to secure Objs A and B within Z.
G 1ose Bn in Fwd assy area vic Oberlimberg ab 060100 Dece
2y Establish liaison with 3rd Bn, prepared to cross Saar River on Regl
Order following 3rd Bn either on assault boats or foot bridge, mopping-up Pachten at d -
daylight. _
(3) Be prepared to cross in lst Bn Z on Regl Order in event crossing abt i
N site is not practicablee. |
(hg Be prepared to repel counter-attack within Regl Ze
(5) Prepare to mop-up vithin Regl Z behind assaulbt Bnse. J
de Cannon Co = '
=" T TmTially, from positions vic 23683L, support assault crossing on :
call Bn CO'se
(2) Be prepared to cross Sear River on ‘Regl Order to provide close support
within Regl Z. Sl
Ce Anti-Tank Co -
Iy Initially, irom positions W bank Szar [iver, support assault crossingse
(2; Cross 1 Plat each assault Bn to provide AT protection on far shore.
(3) Atch AT mine Plat to 2nd Bn for mine clearance and removal, and dem-
olition work on far shore,
fo Co. B 315th Engr Bn -
(I) &tch I PL:t each assault Bn for brhd clearing and demolition work on

P Tty /R AT o 1 Fars. o= & 2 X

P B S T Py

Construct ond maintain 1 footbridge on site indicated as soon as
practicablz. ’
(3) Construct necessary approsches and exits for operation of L V T (A)s
and DUKT S.
ge Co 4 712th Tk Bn -
(1) Imitially place 2 plats. on W bank Saar Hiver to support crossing.
(2) Be prepsred to cross 5.&r River on Regl Order.
(3) On crossing place 1 plat in supoort each assault Bne
he Co B 8lst Cml Bn - 3
(I) Imitially, from positions vic 257819, support crossings on call of Bn CO's.
(2) Be prepared to cross on Regl Order to support adv within Regl Z.
i. Ifield Artillery -
Suoport: Jllith FA Bn, 177th FA Bn, 3h5th FA Bn (reinf fires 3lilith FA Bn)
(1) Fires prior to H-llour.
ga) Preparation — None
(b) Close support planned concentrations on call of Bn CO'se
(2) Fires subseqguent to H-Hour - on call.

-0 e



S

: DECLASSIFIED I
.- A Authority M@ﬂ :
- thigzz_NARAEmmE;EL B

Reproduced at the National Archives

358th Infantry - }-ﬁstow@% ' ' : ’ 6 Decerber 19LL

The first Battalion began marching from its assembly area at Ste Barbara at
0300 to a forward assembly area along the Saar River in the vicinity of Wallerfangen,
once the home of Franz von Papen, the former German ambzssador to Turkey. At oL15
the Battalion began the crossing with companies B and G leading, followed by compan-
ies A and D, and Battalion Headquarters. After eminently successful crossings, ‘the
assault companies pushed forward without heavy opposition until phase line one, the
Dillingen Railroad Tracks, Was reachede The crossing of the First Battslion came =25
a complete surprise to the enemy. Before daylight the First Battalion blew out one
pillbox and took nine prisoners. The Battalion CP was established in a large chat-
ean along the main road between the river and the railroad tracks. After dawn, the
Battalion reorganized and further secured its foothold in Dillingen, waliting, mean-
while, to tie in with the Third Battalion on the left, and the ;%’ch Division on the
right. On the right flank of the Battalion flowed the Prims River, and accross the
Prims the terrain was dotted with sever,l pillboxes, one of which contained a machine
gun that continually harassed even the Battglion CP and the assault troops, espec-
ially in the later assault on the slaugher house. The slaughter house, on the ex-
treme right flank of the Battalion was not included in the operations of the first
day - due to its vulnersbility to fire f rom across the Prims River. However, the
eventual capture of it proved not only a commendable military feat - but a boon
to the assault forces across the rivers Throughout the day, the area occupied by
the First Battalion was subjected to extremely heavy morbar and artillery fire.
Casualties inflicted by the artillery and by other mesns numbered ten while the
orisoner catch for the day was fifty-one, At the close of the day, Company A
occupied as ector on thé right of the Battalion, outposting the Prims River, while
Companies C and B remained on line zlong the tracks.

leanwhile, the Third Battallon prepared to negotiate its crossing of the Saar
River. At 0250 on the morming of the 6th of December, the troops of the Battalion
moved out of the town of Oberlimberg and proceeded through the woods between Ober—
limberg snd the river bank .nd then scrambling down the almost vertical cliff over-
looking the river. This preliminary operation proved equally as difficult as it had
been anticipated. Control became the greatest problem as the men resched the bottom
of *he cliff and dispersed to the boats waibting at the waters edge.

The entire Third Bsttalion effected it's crossing without mishap znd wvithout
receiving fire, DNo fire vias received until the assault elements were well on thelr
way over the exposed ground to +he tovn of Pachten. Company L proceeded on the
left with Company I on it's right, For the assault crossing, the first platoon of
Company Ui was atbached to Company L snd the second platoon of heavy machine guns
was a tbached to Company K. The mortur pl:toon remained initially on thewest side
of the river with the obersers accompanying the assault elements of the Battalion.
An cerie atmosphere prevaded the reorganization on the east bank, a5 an eneny plane
swiooped low and dropped several flares.

With the Battalion deposed in the same formation — two Companies &bl ast,
Comoany I on the right and Compamy L on the left - the Battalion began itls trek
into the tovm. FProgress was slow and extremely hazardous due to the flooded con-
dition of the esst bank which was potted with shell holes and trenches that dropped
severyl men into the cold water nd mude As Companmy I approached the tovm it
dr-w the fire of two pillboxes. The Company by-passed the strong-points initially,
; i returned later inthe dov to vnock them out with the assistgance of the
Compzny L folleved the same D roceedure vhen it d rew the cross-fire of

=i i =
ceversl sutom-~tic weapons zlong with morber and bazooka fire. The Compary secured
- ] i o
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358th Infanbry - History = g December 194l (cont)

the first sim houses and then reorganized and planned a systematic procedure to
clean oubt the remainder of the street. The Engineer assault team of Co. Bey31l5th
Zngrs Dlew up one pillbox on the right flank of Company L as the first and second
platoons of the rifle company moved forward to clear up the remaining resistance

in the area. Seven @ermans were found hidden in one basement who fired American

Ml rifles as the Company advanced. Three of this group was captured and the rest .
killed or wounded, During this action the Company lost, among others, T/Sgt Pinelli
who was killed inst.ntly when a German refused to heed the call to surrender and
whelled about and shot Pinelli. A civilian of Luxembourg proved of g reat value

by pointing out the precise location of a well hidden pillbox, which the Company
then knocked oute

The Second Battalion was originally ordered to cross in the area of the First
Battalion, but shortly after 0600 on the morning of the 6th, the order was to cross
in the site used by the Third Battalion. By 0800 the 315th Engineers had completed
construction of a footbridge near the crossing site of the Third Battalion. Immed-
iately the Second Bzttalion, with Company E leading began it cross on it. Through-
out the day the footbridge became subjected to intgnse enemy machine gun and mortar
fire, which made the operation a difficult one. Severazl times during the crossing
the troops were pinned dovn. However, by 1500 11 three rifle companies and a part
of Comoany H w ere across.

In crossing the Second Babtzlion experiencedg reat difficulty due to the lack
of smoke along the river, thus affording the enemy cle.r observation from the high
zround north of Pachten

By mid-afternoon the situaztion looked better than it had since the start of
the operstion. The harsssing small-arms fire on the bridge site had been elimin-
sted, znd the =poroaches to the bridge site were ready for use. Consultation be-
tween Infentry snd Engineer Staff Officers concluded that in twelve hours a 400
foot span would be completed.

As the Battslions concentrated on securinz their positions for the night, with
the Third Brtbalion just short of the railrozd on the Regimental Left Flank, and
the First Battalion on the railrozd on the extreme Righg Flank along the Prims River,
and the Second Battalion in reservebehind the Third Battalion, the Regimental and
Dsbtzlion Susply crews begsn btheir nerve wracking business of ferrving supplies and
umunition zcross the river.

I Reproduced at the National Archives
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358¢h Infantyy - History - . .? December 194l

Because of the heavy enemy shelling during the esrly hours of the morning, the
Engineers sbandoned work on the bridge. Shells were landing spproximptely one
every 30 secondse A miscellaneouss but thoroughly cepable organijation, com-
nrised mostly of cooks, drivers snd other ordinarilly non-front line troops, kept
the supplies flowing during the night by ferrying them across the river and hand-
carrying them over long, hazardous routes to the Battalion and Company Supply
Depotse. They were consbantly harrassed by enemyv fire. The hoast, returning to
the west bank carried, under guldance of lledics and WP's, the wounded and the

prisoners.

Daylight found the Batbalions well supplied and in well linked defensive
oositions along the west side of the railroad tracks. The strategicglly placed
4 well manned pillboxes facing them from the east side of the tracks, however,
made any aporeciably advance impossible. The town 1tself was met held by agreab
mmber of Germans, but the pillboxes and comouflaged houses, supported by roving
tanks, covered all movement that might be attemptede

The Companies concentrated their efforts on clearing the houses snd resistance
on the west side of the trancks, from the Frims River through the entire Regimen-

vl frontes

At 1500, Captain Stotler, the Regimental -3, issued Field lessage #2,
which ordered the Biottalions to continue their atback, neutralize pillboxes and
strongpoints and to maintain contact with units on the right and left.

Commmnications, due to the commendsble efforts of the wire crews on both sides
of the river, were excellent. The crew on the far side of the Sazr deliberately
exposed themselves to fire of the enemy as they kept = consbant patrol checking
their lines. ’

Fron informition gleaned from the 2 ssiult companies, Infsntry and Artillery
5-2ts and S-3's planned for targets to be fired during +he night. The Regimenbal
S-ly completed arrangements to h-ove at least one vehicle per Battslion "Allegatored"
across after darke The Division Supply promised a supply of smoke potse

During the day, the Regiment learned, with considerable regret, that the
well liked and thoroughly efficient Lt. Col. Munson, CO 3llith FA had been wounded
and evacuabed. He was with a tank-mounted 155 when an 88 -made a direct hit. A
M761 tank was now replacing the 155,

Darkness found the Battalions consolidating their won positions, and also saw

the supply crews, once again, hard atb the all night task of getting supplies and
equipment to the Batbling Battalionse

L1
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During the past 2L hours the Sasr has risen two fect and four inches,
causing more diffhculties for the Supply and Evacuation personnel The BEngin-
cers were constantly delayed by heavy shelling.

~ Ghe Battalions across the river were unable to advance apprecisbly due to the
uncertainity of supolies, the lack of armor and AT Equipment and by the stubborn
resistance of the enemy in houses, pillboxes and tanks. The Battalion positions
were under constant fire. The Third Battalion received three counter-attacks f rom
Infantry which was s upporbed by tanks. And three times the attacks were repulsed.

However, pillboxes and houses vere cleared up to the EBR tracks and, though
the casuglties were fairly heavy, many strategic ene .strong—points were reduced
and many prisoners were capturede And many heroic actlons marked the days progress.
The First Battalion jumped-off at 0820 and immediately became engaged in a hot fight
across the tracks. Company B platoon, lead by Lt. Wm. Fablinger, captured an armored
OP that had been by-passed and wes operating in the rear. It had three stories, :
steel turret, stood three feet above the ground and was expertely camouflaged by
natural grasse This OP was equipped with firec ontrol insbruments snd an operab-
ing commnicstion systems One officer ande leven enlisted men vere netted here.

The Second Bsttalion contimnued its cleaning—up operations and was unsucceff-
fully counter-attecked. They were in receipt of constant fire during the whole daye.
The Third Battalion, like the First and Second Battalions, made little progress,
other than clearing-up. They did, however, discover evidences of dug-up mine
fields. ’

Regiment learned through its inexhaustible sourses, that the pillboxes to
the front were mgnned by six to ten men, one or two M3's, 1 20mm. It also learn-
ed that some of these boxes were all direction boxes, some of which had 75mm guns
outside them.

The Third Betallion captured a 75mm gun snd scouted around for ammnition
to feed ite It was their only AT defense.

Patrols and OP's reported that there were heavy enemy troop concentrations
on the roads between Dillingen and Diefflen. Germans were concentrating in
Diefflen. The Air Corps visited Dillingen during the day and left its mark. The
vibrations were felt by the B-ttalions in Pachten. The enemy retaliated by even
heavier shelling than before, and the river was well screened with smoke, the
shelling caused damage and cosuslties. Telephone commnications weref requently
- interrupted, but Radio took its place.

Genersl Van Fleet, the Division Commander, ordered that an atbtempt be made
this night to gebt AT and Armor across to sup-ort the beleagured troops.

1] -
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The Regiment still received counter-thrusts in all its sectors,
none of which, however, were effective. The Battalion Commanders and
Company CO's were cheered by the news that replacements would soon
arrive, and in the meantime they put cooks, drivers and non-essential
men on the line, Overhead observation planes sought out the hidden
German guns and raported to the artillery.

The troops were still faced with the formidable boxes across the
tracks and their supporting tanks. 'The 2nd Bn and 2rd Bn jumped off
at daylight, the lst Bn protected the right flank. The advance was
slow. Iach box had to receive individualtreatment, and the attackers
were always under fire from a supporting box. :

il o ] s ke e e T Yy S A ) D,

The 3rd Bn, in its attack, pressed the captured 75mm gun into
service and got desired results. During the day The Bns methodically
moved fTorward and reduced houses and boxes within their advance. The
enemy was stubborn and progress was slow. It was flesh against roam-
ing armor and hidden guns, but the troops doggedly fought ahead and
successfully cleared several town blocks. The boxes and houses that :
would have held up the advance and endangered the flank units, were by-
passed and cleaned up later by the lst Bn. The Regiment received y
.heavy casualties but also took many prisoners and its toll of enemy dead{

ke S e e R e e

In the 2nd Bn area, after reducing a box and capturing its defend-
ers, Lts Cloutman and Gorse, with some 8 enlisted men, occupied the box.
An enemy tank staged a counter-attack and after desperate and frantiec :
fight, the Americans vwere f orced to surrender.

Special mention to T/Sgt. James L. Yates, of D Co, who after dis-
covering that the personnel of a mortar OP had been wounded, made his
way thru small arms and MG fire and manned the weapon, and because of
his expert firing, broke up a possible counter-offénsive forming nearby. .

The T™D's end the 155's were now engaging the enemy and their foree-f
full support was highly praised by the Bn CO's. The wire crews again
demonstrated their courage and ability and kept the wires open. Cannon
Co., under Capt Charles Wise, threw 1ts guns into the fray and support-
ed all Bns with "stuff that Heinies don't likeln

At 2230 it was known that four tanks were across the river, and a
TD Platoon for the lst Bn on the way. ‘he xegiment wius alloted 1000
~ounds o1 & inch ammunition, estimated at ;250. per round. A disturb-
ing element was now introduced. 7The enemy had infiltrated back in some
sectors and were occupying boxes that had previously surrendered. Irom
now on, all boxes would berendered unusable. - :

During the night supplies and equipment were again ferried over,
still by the same crews, and still under the same dangerous harassment,

i
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At 0900 hours Lt. Col. Jacob W. Bealke, Jr. assumed command of
the 358th Infantry Regiment, succeeding Col. Frederick H. Loomis, who
acted as Commander since the evacuation of Colonel Christian H. Clarke,
jr., the Regimental Command ing Officer.

Heavy enemy shelling continued to harass the Bns during the night
9-10 December. The supply crevs, assisted by the Engineers put supplies
across the river, into the hands of the waiting hand-carrying supply
parties. Counter-attacks were attempted in the lst and 2nd Bn areas,
but were repulsed without loss of ground. Company "A" received a severe
counter-offensive in the morning that waspreceeded by the heaviest
artillery barrage the Battalion had yet encountered. The 344Lth FA
lianison officer with the Bn, called for heavy defensive fire. With this
support and the support of TD's and tanks, the Infantry best off the
thrust without yielding ground. :

The 3rd Battalion also received a counter-offensive in Co. L's
area, which was quickly repulsed. In this action, the Company Command-
er, Capt. Bryan was wounded, but was not evacuated. Capt Hutchenson,
2lso of L Company, was wounded and evacuabed. The Company boasted five
eneny tanks destroyed. They placed these tanks under guard to mrevent

+their removal by the enemye.

During the afternoon Company 4 launched an attack on a fortified
Slapghter-House located in the NW corner of the Bns sector. The S-H
was further protected by three pillboxes, one of which harassed the
river operationse The attack, supported by Cannon Co. and mortars and
a squad of 315th Engineers, quickly won the S-H and, after considerable
fighting, the Engineers placed C2 charges and reduced the boxes. The
company then attacked through the rear and across a cemetary, where a
counter-attack was orming. Once the cemetary was gained, they swept
on and into a church which concealed a strong-point. This operation
considerably lessened the obstacle of a future attack across the HR
tracks.

Battalions reported that the enemy shelling wasstill the heaviest
ever received. The river sites were constantly shelled, but the ferry
and the allegator managed tO get jeeps, TD's and tanks across, together
with ammunition and supplies. BY nightfall the shelling had punctured
all of the rubber boats. The Regimental S-4 ordered that small boats
be used, and under cover of darkness, these small craft carried supplies
over and wounded back.

During the day, due to the shelling, communications were fre-
quently interrupted, but the vigilant wire patrols maintained fairly
constant communications. ‘i/hile wire was out, contact was efficiently
maintained by Radio. 4nd at night, pbright fires could be seen raging
in Dillingen---a tribute to the efficiency of the Artillery.

=13=-
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At 0001 the following message w as dispatched to the CO, 3rd Bn:

FIELD MESSAGE # 3 - MISSTON FOR 11 DECEMBER 19k

1. Secure present positions while the 3rd Bn, #ER 359 Inf
attempts to link up with you at your present North Flank.

2. (00, Cole Smith, 300 Radio Chgnnel is 398,

3, When Joined, coordinzte efforts will be made to
clear pillbox in rear areas

STOTLER-5-3 BEALKE, Cmdg.
Shortly after midnight two enemy tanks fired on the 3rd Bn, but were beaten

off, undemaged, by Cannon and Artillery fire. The enemy shelling, though lessened,

continued to harass the troops.

The small boats contimued throughout the night to carry supplies and by 0330
had the tank ammunition scross. Progress was slow, but through the efforts of the
miscellsneous supply crews, the Bottallons were supplies for another daye.

The Regiment was considerably under strengthe The Bsttalion Commanders

again requested replacements. The mich needed reinforcements had been promised
but @s yet had not materialized.

Five "FU Co, men and three AT men reburned after hiding behind the enemy
lines. They resorted that the enemy supplied the boxes by tank. Also stated
that there were no enemy on the streets of Dillingen-~they were all in boxes or
in fortified houses. They zlso claimed that the American artillery had been

ind again, under enemy shell fire, the supply and evacuation continued. A
plan to change the crossing sites was now under advisement,

Reproduced at the National Archives Ij
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At 0200 the supply section reported that one-and-one-half days
supplies were across the river. Heavy shelling now fell on the sites,
and further attempts at supply were abandoned. At dawn, the river
was smoked and the ferry was repaired, at at 1115 it ferried two

platoons of amor across. One platoon for the znd Bn and one for the

Brd Bn.

The 3rd Bn received an order to reduce pillboxes on the east
side of the tracks in front of their position. Pfe¢ Eugene Robison,
Co. L, suggested using civilians to tell the boxes to surrender.

His CO, Capt. Bryan, thinking this to be a good idea, a sked the Bn

CO for approval. Approval was granted. A citizen of Luxembourg was
chosen and was promptly nicknamed "The 0ld Kraut". The "0ld Kraut”
under a waite flag, advanced to each of the piklbboxes and delivered
the ultimatum, which was "give up or be blown up!i" An Artillery
observer radioed the progress of the "0ld Kraut™ to the Company, a
play-by-play, who in turn relayed it by wire to Battalion, Regiment,
Division and Artillery. A real broadcast! One officer and thirty-
four enlisted men surrendered. One box, however, refused to surrender
to a civilian, so Sgt. Martin Murray proceeded& to the box, which then

surrendered.

The TAC completed a bombing mission during the afternoon on the
area Lo the front of the lst Bn. They were also active over the main

roads to anda bout Dillingen.

The Saar River was now rising two feet per hour. This endanger-
ed the smoke generators and considerable effort was involved in
shifting them. However, by 1500 all armor except 3 TD's and 1 tank
was across. On the far side of the river 2 tanks and 3 TD's worked
over the roads to make safe passage for vehicles, and by 2000 hours

and completed the mission.

The 4.2 Cml Mortars fired today 2500 rounds of W/P on the town
of Dillingen, which was now burning brightly. _

1B
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Under cover of darkness supplies were ferried to the far shore and
handecarried to the companies. However, the operati ons were cut short due
to puntured pontoons. Early in the morning,propaganda shells were fired
at the enemy, under direction of Major Wm.J.Falvey, S-2.

The Battalions, still under harassing fire, continued to KO boxes
and repel counter-thrusts. Even under these conditions, the troops man-
aged to be well fed with supplies from abandoned German stores. Steak
and French Fry's were no longer a rarity. ¢

The ferry was again operating at 1100 and carried eight TD's and
one jeep across during the morning, and returned with wounded and FW's.
The operations across the river during the day were fairly constant.

At 1500 hours, the Regimental Operatdons Officer, capt stotler,
issued the Plan "A" to the bn vU's to study with a view to making an
attack on the 15th. (Plan "A" is attached)

Dusk found the faithful supply crews on both sides of the river wait-

ﬁ Reproduced at the National Archives

ing for the all night haul. As darkness fell, the supplies began to flow

across once more,

358th Infantry - History - 14 Deceumber 19LL

Supplies were ferried again in small boats and shortly after mid-
night the supplying was completed, Other than intermittent shelling, the

situation in the 358th sector was generally quiet.
The 3rd Bn, with the mission of securing a group of pillboxes east

of the RR, crossed the tracks at 0730, supported by tanks. The immediate—f

ly met stubborn resistance. By 0830 L PB's had been KO'd and 66 PW'Ss
taken, and the objective reached. Co's I and L tied in together, and

with the 3rd Bn, 359, who were prepared to take over the positions. Major 3

Spivey, 3rd Bn CO, reported that the artillery coordination was perfect.

Composition 2 was used to complelely demolish captured pb's to pre=-
vent re-occupation. Previous experience had taught the Regt the value of
such a move. At noon the enemy again commenced to heavily shell the
river. The concentrations were so heavy that the 206th Engrs were ordered
to quit their operations. During this shelling Capt. Lee, 206th Engrs,
lost his life. _

The 3rd Bn was relieved by elements of the 359th Inf and withdrew
t0 Pachten as Regimental Reserve., The lst and 2nd Bns maintained’ their
positions.

Heavy shelling continued throughout the day, harassing troops and
hampering river overations. The "0ld Kraut" was again pressed into ser-
vice, but this time he got no results - only threats.

At.2300 the shelling on the river let up somewhat and ferrying
operatl ons once agaln ere under way. Because of the late start, the re-
supplying operations continued until daylight. _

This night was marked with tenseness, expectancy and confidence -
davn would bring the all important attack.

w6
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PLAN "AM (corredted)

1. 358th Inf.
. ZAtchd: Co A T12 Tk Bn Support: Co B 773 TD Bn

Co B Olst Cml Bn 34l FA Bn
Co B 315th Enzgr Bn |
Atks to NE on D- Day 0730 to secure Obj indic-ted overlay with lst Bn
on R, 2nd Bn on L. '

2. 2. 1st Bn
= TFfchmts: 1 plst Co A 712 Tk Bn Support: 1 plat Co B 773 TD Bn
1 plat Co B 315 &ngr © 1 plst AT Co

(1) Atks ab 0730 to seize initizl obj indicated on overlay*
(2) Neutrali,e a1l P B's within Z W of Obje
(3) Meintain conbzct with 2nd Bn on L,
(1) Prepare to contime abback on Regl Order to seize Bn Cbje,
neubraligzing 211 PB's within Z.
be 2nd Bn
= Fohmbs: 1 plst Co A 712 Tk Bn Support: 1 plat Co B 773 TD
1 plst Co B 315th Engr 1 plet AT Co
(1) Atks at 0730 D-Day to sei“e initisl obj indic.ted on overlay.
(2) Neutrslize all PB's within Z W of initial Obj.
(3) Prepare to countime 2tk on Regl order to seize Bn Obj neubralizing
211 PR's within Z. =
() Protect Regl L flanke
% : Coe Jrd Bn
= TEchmbs: 1 vlet Co 4 712 Tk Bn Support: 1 plit Co B 773 D
1 plst Co B 315 Engr Bn
(1) Pl=ace one (1) Co in SLAUGHTER HOUSE AREA ALONG PRTMS RIVER to
securs Hegl Re '
(2) With remainder Bn in fwd assy srea indicated prepire to move on
fezl Order to probect Regl L. /
(3) Be prepared tor epel counter-attack within Regl Z.
de AT COMPANY
= O5ordinate AT Defenses within Regl 2 with aveil-ble AT guns =cross
SAAR RIVIR.
e. CO B 315TH ENGR BN .
- Tlzce one (1) olabt in supnort ea ssssult Bn, provide mine clearance.
- f. 0O B 818T CML BN
- Supnorting fires on csll Bn CO's from present nositicn vic WALLER-
BaliGiN, Provide smoke missions on calle
o CANIOH COMPANY
Supporting fires on call Bn CO's from present nositions.

g

BEALKE

OFFLCLAL: Cmdg
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STATUS OF COMMAND: ,
TE ol Jacob W. Bealke, Jr. - Cmdg Officer, 358th Inf.
1t. Col. Frederick H. Loomis - Bxecutave Officer

Major William Falvey - Tntelligence Officer (8-2%
Captain Howard Stotler - Operabions Officer (8-3)
Major Arthur L Nichols, Jr - CO, 1st Bn
iizjor Thomas Caldecott -~ BEx. 0., 1lstBn
Lt. Colt SChultZ - CO, 2T1d Bno
Major William Wallace — Ex, Oesy 2nd Bn
I Major James Spivey - G0, 3rd Bn
Capt. William R. Shipe — Ex. Oe, 3rd Bn
ATTACHMENTS 3 SUPPORT
Co WA, 7l2th Tank Bn Co. "B", 773%D Bn
CO. "B", Blst» le Bn th.-l-th F-A. Bn

Co. "B", 315th Engr Bn

LINE QF DEPARTUKE
RR Tracks — Regimental front generally 1200m longe
1st Bn LD - generally 600 m NE along RR from Prims River
ond Bn LD - generally 600m NE along RR joining from the 1st Bn.

ASSAULT FORMATION
Tio Battalions ebreast - 1st Bn on R; ond Bn on Le

HEGTUENTAL RESERVE 3wd Battalion, to protect Regimental Right flank.

PHASE LINE 1 AND INITIAL OBJECTIVE:
T=F Tn Straight Iine ruming parallel with KR approx 250 m NE of LD.s
containing factoriss and severalcily blockse
ond Bn: Straight line running parallel with KR, joining lst Bn's, appTroX.
250m N& of LD, containingf acbories and several city blocks.

' The Objective actually includes zrea about 50m NE of Phase Line l.

RLEMENTS OF THE ENESY KNOWN TO BE IN FRONT OF THE 90TH DIVISION ON THE MORNING
OF L5 DECEMEER L9hMs

“71.9th Inf Div ' 155 Arty Regt (1 btry)
723 Regt (6 Co's & Bn Hgs) 19 Inf Dive
713 Kezt ( 3 Co's, Regt & Bn Hgs) 59 Regt (Medics)
719 ¥ngr Bn (1 Co.) 119 Engr Bn (1 Co)
21 Pz Div 668 Envr Bn, GHQ (2 Co's)
125 Regt (1 Co) Para Tng and Repl Bn (L Co)

The 2nd Bn jumped off on time. The 1lst Bn, due to difficulty in placing TD's
was delgsyed, but finally jumped off without thems At 0800 lst Bn had 2 companies
2nd 2 benks across the bracks and here encountered heavy resistence. By 0900 the
Th's were in posibion and vere giving perfect qipport in KOing boxes. Co. "B" on L
ond "CM on R, supvorbed by armor, smashed through the fortified enemy and reached
the first phase line at 09L0.

~106-
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After jumping off, the 2nd Bn was hampered by their exposed positions. Major
Wallace called for screening smoke to cover their actions. The L.2 Cml Mortars
provided the screen, and under its protective cover, the Znd Bn pushed ahead,
reducing tesistance and neturalizing fortifications in their path. The Bn CO
was informed of the Regimental Order that he secure the phase line and coordinate
with the 1lst Bn before resuming the attack.

At 1000 hours both assault battalions were on the first phase line ,ndw ere
securing it. TD's were brought f orward and used s gainst pillboxes. Tanks supported
the abttackers on strongpointse The entire attack was progressing favorably and
the c asualties were fairly lighte Lt. Col. Bealke ordered that the line be secured
snd the att:ck resumed at 1300 hours. ;

- Ab 1200 hours "Fh Co. was committed and plzced on the left of Co. "G", and
st 1300 hours the lst Bn jumped off, followed, 2 t 1330, by the Znd Bne. The two
abtacking battalions pushed shepd, inflicting heavy casu=lties and losses on the
enemy. TD hits on pillboxes convinced many of the defenders to surrendere '

1100 hours found the lst Battalion on a line half way to the objective. Here lafjo
Nichols, Bn C@, reported a gap between his Bn and the 2nd Bn. The Regiment=l CO
ordered that the Buttslions secure this line and tie-in for the night. The3 rd
Bn would guard the Regimentsl Flank Tonight. He also informed them that tomorrows
operations would be just mopping upe '

' During the day the Division CG czme to the CP ;nd viewed the situation.
Ememy artillery was light on the river and the Engineers made rapid progresse P-l7ts
scouted the rozds near Diefflen and then concentrated on the SE section of Dillingen.

Vajor Falvey, (5-2) reviewed a1l informstion glesned from prisoners, znd afterthe
crocess of evalusting, compiled valuable reports for the Regiment =snd for the
ivision a5 a whole. ’

After dark, wamnition, food and equipment vas ferried a cross the river to
the weiting supoly crewse. The hend-carrying psrties took up the lead from there

and re-supplied the Battalionse

Night found the ssssult Bns through the defensive ring of pillboxes that
protected Dillingen, =nd in possession of approximztely 13 city blocks. “nemy
infiltration, however, cawsed some companies to retracesteps and beat them off,

=18-
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Shelling was light on the river. The 1.2 Cml Officerw as notified that the
smoke mission would be the same as the previous daye Before davn the Bns reported
thot their supplies weresafely acrosse .

The sssault Bns contimued, to flush out houses and bapsementse Flashlights were
collected from the rear elements to aid this taske Many Germans w ere £ ound hiding
in dark holes beneath houses snd b arnse.

At 1300 hours the 2nd Battalion moved forward snd secured a new line. When
the line was s ecured the lst Bn swung Co "C" up to join the 2nd Bn. This move
was made without resistance and netted the battalions more blocks =nd 20 more FW's.

Discussions were under way to reorgani,e the Battalions, using men from
mortar platoong, AT pl toons and Bn Hq Co's. Bn CO's protested and gave their
views. The men from these platoons would be sent to a school in the rear and given
2 two-week course on Infantry Tactics and then be assigned to rifle companies,

Division informed the Regiment that its quota in the future for /P would be
Jbout one-seventh of its present cquotae The Regiment had used a tremendous amount
of thise xplosive. during the Sasr Operation thus far.

During the clearing operations 104 civilians were rounded up and pub into a
bssement for protection. Some were old people who just wouldn't move from their
homes. '

At midnight a1l Battalions reported the situation as quietes

358th Infantry - History - 17 December 194k

“Supply operstions across the river went smoothly during the night. OSome
shelling fell on the river, but only infrequently. At 0930 the 1st Bn and the
3rd Bn revorted that &ll was cuieb in their sectors, but the 2nd Bn reported
vehicular movemeht st @ crogs-rozd on the northern edge of town. Artillerv was
immediately placed, and the movementc essed, The enemy dropped shells in Waller-
fangen that svept up the main street. No casuslties, however, vere reported.

@ The TD outfit reported the loss of four TD's. Two were hit by artillery; one
ran over a mine snd the fourth had mechsniczl failure. -

The Commznding General of the Division and the G-3 directed Lt. Col. Bealke
to meke z csutious attzck tomorrow, snd to shy away from the river and the factory

-rez. lo azgressive actiop in those qusrters wes v anted until the 5th Div csme
-breast. With this messaze in mind, the Fegiment issued Fil #5 =1 1900. In brief
the order stited that the 2nd Bn, with the 359th Inf, would sttack at 180800 Dec and

complete the capture of the towm of Dillingen, less the Steel Mill. 359th would
“e on the L, =nd the znd Bn 358 would be on the R. The 1lst snd 3rd Bns would be
nrepared to relieve the present positions of the 2nd Bn.

The Regiment w as ordered to furnish one officer and four NCO'!'s to assist in
the instruction of recruits at theDivision Training Camp. Dirkness and the lack
of shelling mcde the ferrying of supplies, this night, a fast moving operation,
snd by midnight re-supply was ne: rlv comlete.
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The 90th Infantry Division was in dire need of reinforcements
at this time and stage of the campaign. The 358th Infantry was fight-
ing in the streets of Dillingen, Germany, in the Siegfried Line.
After several plans had been drafted at Division Headquarters, Major
General Van Fleet, then Brigdadier General, directed that all three
Regimental Cannon Companies and the Battalion Anti-tank Platoons be
disbanded, and personnel sent to an already set-up Infantry Training
wchool in the rear Division areas. Fighting was so severe and bitter-
contested by the enemy that the BattalionCommanders had already em-
ployed their drivers and Military Police Detachments in the line as

riflemen.

Reproduced at the National Archives

358th Infantry - History -

Ly
Captain Charles E. Wise, Cannon Company Commander, was given S
command of Company "H", a heavy weapons company, and his men were
distribjted throughout the Regiment as front line "doughboys". No
finer tribute could be made to the Cannon Company than to say that
they "sabed the day" on numerous occasions when it's fire halted
numerous enemy counter-attacks. Cannon Company was always ready to

fire for the front-line companies.
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During the night the 90th Division was alerted by Corps for & possible
paratroop attacke All Battalions were notifieds This was the result of the
meager news infiltrating down from the north. It was known that enemy para-
troopers had landed to our north, and due to considerable air activity, it was
presumed that some might have landed in our immediazte vicinitye.

At .0700 a1l Bottalions were prepared to take sction ordered in FM #5, and at

0800 the 2nd Battalion, Co's "F®" on L aznd "G" on R, Jumped off. Directly after
the jump off, lajor wallace ordered allz rtillery in his sector lifted. The Batt-
alion moved forward cautiously snd searchedevery house. Aht 0900 the Battalion was
instructed net to halt on the 1'st phase line because 359's "K" and "L" companies
were already on their objective. At 0905 the 2nd Battalion was on its way to phase

ine 2, and st 1400 was on the objective. 359's 3rd Battalion now tied-in with
358's 2nd Ba‘ttallon and a contact point was established. AL 1900 a small enemy
force was spotted at the contact point and was quickly dispersed by grenades. The
cnd Battalion r&*ce“ved no casuzlties during the days operstion. It did, however,

teke eizht prisoners. The Battalion now a meited for further orders.

Ab 2330 the Hegimentsl S-3 issued the Regimental FO #28, which briefed, is as

358TH INFANTHY CONTINUES THE ATK WITHIN Z ON D-DAY H-HOUR TO

CC PLETE CAPTURE OF DILLINGEN PAC’P’T"*" AFFA AVD SEIZE OBJ AS INDICATED,
ESTABLISH AND MATNTATN CONTACT WITH 11TH INF WHEN THAT UNIT COMES

ABEUAST. B% PHEPARED FOL FURTHER ORDE:ES TO N.E, ON ORDER.

During the day nine TD's were in opsration and the 10th one was takena cross.
Cne TD which vas stuck in the md was s till able Yo lend supporting fire. The
ferry operasted afterdark without any harissment. Supplies were t aken over and -
priscners and wounded were brought backe

358th Infantry - History - 19 December 194

G-3 ordered the FRegiment to destroy anything scross the S#ar thst could
be of amy possible use to the enemy in the event th-tthey should infiltrate
boek or come back. He slso ordered thst 211 non-essentisl vehicles be returned
“to this side of the river.

out patrols Lo determine the enemy strength

uu_.ls'u' 1 r‘1"("1“" Hut o to midni "IZ, no rep 01"”f’5 hzd bheen
‘.'. eir defensive wosgitions snd continued to
= .-:,7'-til‘-_.- Ty wis recein 21l dsv, bub only in isolat-

lerbed to be e snpecially watehful for Termans dressed =s
o ".';o the runk of Major nd driving Americsn jeeps. These
ate Zdentificstion on them, includin: dog tags!
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Hq, 358th Inf
182100 Dec hhk

Fo # 28

Maps: Germany GSGS L)y 1/25000
Spec Map 1/12500
Town Plan of Dillingen

le A. Issued separztely. :
b. (1) XX atks IE 18 Dec to compl-te breach Seifgried Line and seize
the high zround vic Frieses. (6L06) .

(2) 95th Inf Div with 378th Inf in the assault combtinues expansion
-of Ensdorf brhd.

(30 5th.Inf Div completing relief of elements of 95th Inf Div in
Saarlautern-Roden-Fraul auterm area mah’c. 17-18 Dec. Atk NE 18 December maling
main effort on the left.

(4}) 3rd Cav GP reinforced conbimues protection of Corps N Flank
W of Saar. Frepare for execution of similiasr mission E of Saar River.

(5’; AT X Tac supoorts atbtacks of the XX Corps.

(6) 90th Div contimues atk at H-Hour D-Day within Z making main
effort on Rizht S. Contimation of atk will contingent upon seizure of 1lth Inf
Obj on Prims River.

2. 358th Inf.
Atchmts:s  No chances.
2. Contimes atk vithin Z on D~Day H=Hour to complete cadpture of Dillingen
factory area, and seize obj as indicated.
be Hstablish and mzintain contact with 11th Inf. when that unit comes
zbrezst. '

cs Be preprred for further orders to NE on order.

3. a. lst B:stbtalion
Atchmts: To change.
(1) Contimes atk on D-Day H-Hour to complete mop-up of Dillinzen
Factory area within Z indicsted on overlay. :
(2) BEstsblish snd mainbain contact with 11th Inf vhen that unit
comes gbreast.
(3) Halt on PL 1 to rsvert to Regimental Res
b. 2nd Battzlion
- AtchmBs: No chinge.
(1) Contimes atk on D-Day, H-Hour to sedure additicnal nortion of
Dillinzen indicited on overlay.
(2) Halt and reorg on PL 1
(3) Contimie szhback on Regl Order to capture Sportplatz and secure

nigh gzrd to I H.
(L) Tstsblish znd maintein contact with 3rd Bn on K.
(5) Be prepsred to continue atk to N E on Regl Order.
ce Jrd Battalion .
(L) Assemple Bn within Z on Hegl Ordsr, relieving elements of Co "B
betyeen Ch Pts 72 aznd 6lie Ref Dillinzen Town Plan.
(2) Atk D-Day, H-Hour mopving up portion of Dillinzen Factory area,
indicated on ow l Ve
(3) .,UJ_U «nd reors on PL 1
(4) Continue wtk within Z indicated to comlete mop-up of fectory areg
nct ceecure portion of 1 ¢l 0bj indiczted.
(5) Prior tor:sehing FL 1 seisblish snd mointain conbret with 1st Bn
thereofier gontret +lenmens of 5th Div.

i Reproduced at the National Archives

= T




DECLASSIFIED i T
Sl Avthority NNSYZO0IT &
i B& NARADatel2]d

FO #28 (cont)

de GCannon Co.

= T Confimue close support on call of Bn CO's from present positions.
2) Be prepared to cross Saar River on Regl Order, to provide close

suoport within Regl Z of action.

ee Anti-Tank Co.

- T) Cross remaining plat to far side of river.
Ez% Place one (1) AT plat to support each assault Bn.
(3) Atch one (1) Sq AT line plat to each Bn for mine clearance

and removal.
£f. Coe B 315th Engr Bn
=" ZToh one (I) plst %o each Bn for demolation and assault of P B
fortifications.
ge Co A 712th Tk Bn
Continue present mission with one (1) plat =R in supovort each Bn.
hes Co« B 773 TD Bn
~  Cortitue present mission with one (1) plst in suprort each Bna
i. Co. B.8lst Cml Bn
Ten Tor positions B side of Saar River. Cross Sasr River on Regl
order, and provide support on call Bn Cmdrs.
Je Field artillery
Suprort:s 3Lath FA Bn
31,5th FA Bn (Fein fires 3Llith FA Bn)
Close support plamed concentrabion on call Bn Cmdrs.
%« (1) PB's not needed for owm occupancy will be rendered unusable &s
£ishting compartment by demolition, by welding and/or bulldozing.
(2) A1 civilizns will be impounded.

i« Mo change.

Sz
5, @ SOI - Ol-32 !
B. CPs - No ch-nge i
— Ax Siz Com - see opns overlsy

SEALKE
CMIDC
OFFICLAL:
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= 350th Infantry - ;-T:’_:‘-;_tor'w _ ' & 20 Decenber 194l
v

Lt. ‘Col. Bealke conferved with the Division CG &t Division Headgugrters, and
ordered his Staff znd the Battalion CO's to meet him at the 3rd Baktalion CP when
he returned. Captain Steckla, Hegimentsl S-1 ordered all Headquarters Personnel
scross the river, except the I & R Platoon and the Switchboard operators to be re-
turned at once, Co. "B", 8lst Cml Mortsrs was ordered to fire W/P on the Steel
1ill in Dillingen and burn it domn. Captain Sims, 315th Engineers, was ordered to
coipletely destroy or render unusable all fortifications in Dillingen. Bn S-1's
and Captain Pyves, Hg Co. C0, were notified th:.t they would go on a reconnaissance
st 0800 in the morning with Lt. Col. Loomis, Regimentzl Ex. O. to find new locations
for Regimentzl and Battalion areas. The locations were to be on the West side of |
the Ssare. Batbtalions vere further notified to make no further plans Tor action, and
2t 2L00 hours the Regimental Field Messase #., which follows, w as issueds

358TH INF
202300 DEC Lk

PIALD LESSAGE NO. 1
3RD BATTALIOQN "

T As embles in Pachten «fter dark 20 Dec. to cross Saar by foct-bridge or
fePry ot site WB" following lst Battalion, 357th Inf znd moves by mzrching in

i
izllerfanzen.
b, Outposts west bsnk of Saar River within Z indicated by 1700, 21 Dec Ll
until relieved by elements of the 95th Inf Dive
c. Move on Regiment:zl Order to occupy 2ssembly area in Guisingen with
remsinder Bn.
15T BATTALION
a de JInitiabes withdrawsl, less covering shell, =t 211900 crossing Saar River
by foot-bridge snd/or asssult boat ab site "B" following 3rd Bn 359th Inf and
2rnd Bn 356th Inf.
b. Assemble Bn in Rammelfangen moving slong route indicated.
2D BATTALION .
2. Pn less covering shell, initi.tes withdrawal at 211900 crossing Sasr
Ri¥ar by foot-bridge and/or zsssult boat at site "B", following 3rd Bn 359th Inf,
b. Assemble Bn in Thn, moving along rcute indicsted.
COVERING SFRLI
se 18t % 2nd Bns will lesve a covering shell of one (1) reinf. rifle company
erslaoced glong the lins indic-ted on ov:rlay. Stbrength of security debs. to
5y cover withdrawal into shell will be s determined bv Bn Cmdr.
be Shell will initiste wit!drawal st 220L00, completing zesault boat
crossing at site "BY at 220600.
ce Major Usldecott is designsted as Officer in Command of Reg't!'l Shell.
L ISCELLANECUS
Sl Izximum sctivity will be nxintained by patrols end fire until 211900,
\;.g liaximm destruction of enermy instzllations (to include civiliszn) will be
sffected prior to and during withdrazgl. Destruction znd demcliticn will proceed
in the following priority: 9
a-Uverpasses 4 Underpssses. b-Locomotives. c-Pillboxes. d-Commnications.
e~Inductrial Eguipment. £-Sunslies snd rolling stocke. g-Lvery building snd dwelling
to be razed. (Burn to the zround.)
(3) Order of withdrawsls
(1) 19-20 Dect Bulk of =mmor.
(2) 20-21 Dec: lheeled trsns.(less essentisl mimimum), One Bn ea Rezt,
Feat CF 557, Excess supplies, U.5. Dead.

= (3) 21-22 Decs All remsining, incl. Engr Bquip onR, in the following order:
a=ennining ans stheeled trans. b-Bulk of Trs. c~Shell.,
i 1
BEALIE
Co¥ICIaALs cmdg

57°CTLER, 5-3
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358th Infantry - Hisbolk- . W81 Dpecember 19LL .

| By 0200 the 3rd Bn had withdrawn across the Sagr and closed-in in Waller-
fangen for the balance of the night. In the morning the Battalion moved by motor
to the vicinity of Oberlimberg.

During the day most of the vehicles werew ithdrawn across the river. Utmost
carew as t aken to concesl zll movements. Battalions were cautioned to keep a max-
inum of patrolling in progress snd a minimum amount of vehicles workinge During
the morning Wallerfangen was shelled, but no casualties were incurred. At the
same time the enemy broadcast through loud speakers, propaganda in the same vein
28 usual,

At 1900 the 2nd Battalionbegan its withdrawalacross the f oot-bridge, and
the 1lst Battalion wasr egdy to follow. Ab 2045 211 that remained of these

Bsttalions across the river were their covering shells. These shells would with-
draw b OLOO and cross the river in assault boats.

The s ecrecy surrounding the withdrawals and the workability of the withdrawal
plans, made the movement a commendable one. Midnight found the lst Battalion in
St. Barbara and Guisengen and the 2nd Bn in Eiff. They were alerted to move at
0800 in the morning to relieve the Li3rd Cal. and take over their defensive positions.
The entire withdrawal was expertly executed and it drew no fire whatsoever.

258th Infontry - History - 22 December 1944

The 358th Inf Regiment issued its FO No. 29, which ordered the battalions and
Separate Companies to effect therelief of elements of the L3rd Cav and 3rd Cav in
their sectors by 030800 Dec 19hlie It further ordered the organization of defenses
in each zssigned sector and that contact at limiting points be maintained with the
3rd Cav. Atbached to the Regiment were: Co. A, 712th Tk Bn; Co. B, 8lst Cml Bnj
Co. B 315th Med Bn; and a Co of the 773 TD 5n,

Captain Hugo Pyes, the Regt Hq Co. CO was instructed to move the Regimental
CP to Remeling, France, 2t 0800. This area had previously been reconnoitered.

At 0OL0OO hours Co Ay the lst Battalion Shell, rejoined the Battalion, and shortly
after the Battalion entrucked and moved to the vicinity of Launsdorf, France, where
they became the Regimental Reserve. At 0830, the 3rd Battalion left Hemmelfangen
by truck and detrucked at Waldwisse at 1130. Following a reconnaissance, troops
took up positions with a MLR running through WellingensBudingen and an OPLR along
the river's edge. The Battalion CP was esbablished in Fls«%tten., The MLR was in
Germany and the Battalion CP was in Frances Co E, the 2nd Battalion Shell, re-
joined the Battalion at 0600. The Battalion moved by truck =t 1100 to the vicinity
of Launsdorf, France, where ar ear CP was e sbsblished, end later established a fore-
ward CP in vehingen. The Intelligence Section immediately set up an OP and the
Companies estsblished and maintained outpostse. Relief of the Dav. units was effect-
ed without incident.

llajor Davis, CAO, assisted by the Regimental MP's and furnished with trucks,
began the wesdxjsome task of evacuzting the civilians from the CP towns. In his
capsble hands, however, thig mission proceeded in a well ordered fashion.

At 2100 hours Division G=3 wezs informed thst the entire Regiment had closed ine

o
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= 358 Infenbry - iiis'bor;i V' 23 Decerber 190l -
The entire Begimental area had been reconnoitered and the plans of its defense
were drawn up. Troops dug positions at strategic points in the frozen ground.
A & P groups placed demolition charges as bridge and tree obstacles. Road blocks
were pub into positien end AT Defenses weres eb upe Patrol routes and OP sites
-ere chosen snd e stablished., While this work was in progress Generzl Van Fleet, the
Division Commander, inspected the area. The Engineers furnished tools and hasty
field fortifications were dug throughout the Regimental Seclbore

During the day the AT FPlatoonsw erer eformed with the men who previously
comprised them. The Regimentzl Comme. O, Capbain Lampo, “1ayed wire to the adjacent
wnitse The Regiment was well on 1ts way to being completely buttoned-up. Night
activity was initiated with a patrol of the I & R, whose mission was to capture a
prisoner. Midnight all units reported thelr .aress as quiet.

358th Infantry - History - 2l; December 19kl

During ‘the night enemy planes flew over the - rea, and the OP's duly reported
mmerous flares. further reports from OP's and patrols, and information received
from G-3, indicated that the enemy activity along the entirefront had increased.
41 Batbalions were alerted and given this inf ormation. The 3liith FA reported that
they were walting with one hand on the lanyarde :

During the day the troops contimied on their digging operations. Patrols to
contact adjacent units were initisted. The lst Battalion, the Regimental Res., was
frurnd shed entertzinment in the form of a Red Cross Clubmobile., Kitchens moved

N Porwiard snd once sgaln the brooos were served hot mesls, Church services were held
in each B thtalion snd ab the Regimental CP. Company nghtg farthers outpost received
38 fire ot 2220, but no damage was reportede

This wes Christmas Eve, and the Regiment found the situation fairly quiet,
ut its vizilance was nob let downe .

353th Infanbry - History - 25 December 19l

Christmas Day - found heavily sttended church services throughout the Legiment.

g

L rezl New Englond Turkey Dimmer was served, and to those on outpost duby, it was

%, carried out-=hot.

. The Jood Will-to len Spirit was blighted vhen a 3rd Battalion jeep wes
sbrafed by an enemy plane., Onc enlisted man wes wounded, Bach Batbalion sent
an enlisted man each to the Division Public Relations Officer at Division, with
the view of beinz interviewed by the Press on the happeninzs across the Saire

Christmss Trees, with improvised trimmings weres et up in msny a room and
boyn by men who Jjust wouldn't let @ home bradition lax. Packazeswere brought
to lizht, snd for a split s econd, home was brought across the sed. A1l considered,

e J

~he day pessed fairly cudiete

=2l
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26 Decerber 19LL

358th Infantry - Zr?_"':.storﬁ

The night passed quietly, with the e xception of occisssional flares and enemy
planese Alerb OP's and patrols scouted ‘the woods znd lonely outposts. Throughout
the -day the 3rd Battalion receives frequent artillery fire. The fire, however, caused
no danage other than harassmente The ?nd Battzlion received replacements and
were given the opportunity to take hot showers at Halstroff. During the day recrea-
tion o5 furnished them by the 880, Lb. Ackel, in the form of Buseball Top-notchers
znd also movies.

In the Company "E" sector an Artillery Observer jeep was ambushed. The ambush
party numbered fivee. One Artillery man was killed -nd ‘two were wounded. The party
c-rried no official papers. One man, who feigned dead, escaped to the Company U"EM
CP snd made the reports A patrol was immedi tely organigzed to search out the enemy.
They had made good thelw escape,however.

4n order, through chammels, Was received by the Regimental Commander from the
Army Conmanding Generale Tt was—~to keep the Germans occupied, so that none of them
would pull out =nd suppord the enemy to the north.

The B:ittalion snd Regimentsl Defenses were now fiymly established and well menneds
Mumerous prtrols were seeking information snd prisoncrs, and the OP's and outposts
kept the Regimental CP inf ormed of a1l activities, however slight,

358TH Infantry - History - 27 December 19l

Widly seperated mortar fell on the 3rd Battalion. During the day the Regi-
ment experienced more enemy planes and more strafing. Many enemy planes operated
over the Regimental Sector.

Early in the evening the Battalions were alerted when 359th Infantry reported
a4 small enemy patrol heading toward the 358th lines. The lst Battalion was ordered
+o orzanize an assault platoon to attack a pillbox at 0300 28 December, with the
mission of taking prisoners. Before the night darkness the leaders were flown over
the pillbox area to familiarize them with the terrain overwhich they would attacke.
A platoon of the 2nd Battalion was to advance at 2L0O hours and secure a LD for
the attacking platoon. The line was secured, but the platoon surprised an enemy

- patrol and firesd upon them. The enemy patrol fled, but the firing warned the pill-

box that the Americans were there. Consequently, when the lst Battalion patrol
arrived they were grectedwith the fire of small arms, machine-guns and bazookas
from the three sides of the box. The mission failed. 4
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= 358th Infantry — Histc - ‘ December 194l

During the day non-essential road blocks were ordered blowm. Battalions
were authorized to take such action as was deemed necessarye. Intermittent shell-
ing harassed the ond Battalion troops.

The. policy of patrolling was maintained and a patrol was dispatched to
Driesbach to check if any civilians or Germans were in the town, and to take
prisoners if possible. The patrol's report was negative. Company "&E" established

an ambush, also with the mission of taking a prisoner, and their afforts brought
a nezativereport.

The Battalions adopted the policy of keeping the enemy occupied. Trucks
and vehicles were run about respoctiveareas with plenty of motor gunning. One
offort in the 3rd Battalion area was so successful that it d rew 88 fire.

The Regimental training program to the rear was progressing favorably and
replacements . ere still b eing received. The Regiment was now nearly up to full
strengthe

358TH Infantry - History - 29 December 19LL

Battalions practiced firing in their respective areas. They fired all
weapons from rifles to bazooks. A 3rd Battalion patrol encountered a counter-—
patrol and exchanged shots. The enemy esdaped, but it was known that some of
them were wounded, '

_ And now came the real highlight of the day. At 2130, Lt. Anderson, 2nd
Battalion, reported that he had two prisoners. These were the first of the
elusive enemy to be captured during this present operation. At 2230 they were
brought to the Regimental Cage for interrogation, The mission of the prisoners
had been to gather information concerning tanks and artillery positions, and they
had completed their mission and were returninz to their lines when captureds They
were not the “anatical Nazi, but rather a cool, calm soldiers

358th Infantry - History - 30 December 194l

The 1st Battalion jumped off at 0830 with the mission to comb the woods and
area in the Regimental Sector. They saw no enemy, but did see evidences of recent
occupation and traces of vehicular movement, On the return trip, a mine was set
off, sounding lst Lt. Petsche and two enlisted men.

The Regiment received the Corps Defensive Fire Plan. It was instructed that
it could order defense on this Plan, but that it would not be observed firee
Aggressive patrolling was continued during the day and night, but most of their
reports were negative or routine. '

-26-
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358th Infantry - History - 31 December 19Lk |
A thirty-two man aggressive patrol of Company "F', led by Lt. Davis, jumped '1
off at 0815, They quickly reached their limited objective - three houses.
of the housesw ere vacant, but the third yeilded 13 Germans and 3 civilians. There :
were no casualties. The I & R Patrol returned without prisoners. Their progress
had been slow due to mine fields and because of the slowess of their advance, any J
Germans in b heir vicinity would have time to hide or retreat. ;
Enemy planes continued to operate over the Regimental Area. The OP's continued
to make their frequent reports. Alert men manned their lonely OP's and outpostss

The year's end saw the Regimental and Battalion Staff Officers hard
making plans that would make the coming year the year of Peace-—-and the
for men to be away from their homes.

at work
last year
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