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I,lketireprecedingtaon'thrDecer+ber.t.'as-boe;:rbraceanoLherremark-
abl-e episocie ii.-tire iristoqr oi trru 35s'6h rnf'antry.itegiutent. The suQcoas-

ful crossing ;f ;l;; i'rosef le itiver vras to proJe but a. prelude i;o the evea

snore i.:righty operation of oros*iog the fiaar Hiver. 'rhough each operatlon
;,*11] be well marired. in the anaalE of ;i"i:ierican },{i}ltary 0perations, the
latter lvill te-ci:aracterized. by a terraj.n rrrost favorable to the ene&y

and by the aeier*rinJa ft6iliine"of comp*nie*, Oepleted in strength, against
tire fbrtifications of the liiegfried' Llne '

The f irst day 1n the iao$th of ileceaber found. the liegiment-assemble& '
in ihe vlciniiy;i V;"kering, France, anq1 billeted. in several Ser&aa
ba*asks. "rt fev,r days pru..i6i*l-tn* Regiment had been r.elleved .from att-
aclrinentto the-10th i:mired. Ilvisloa and tts :lrlsslon in that sect@ '
ArrivE1l ai yeckering Barrac?* uuga1| "" intensive program of- irainir:S and'

of rehabillt,ation of troops. 'fh; prospect of replacements before t1e
;;.J-itt;Gtion lr*re 1o"'o ro;il' ;;i,1 ;; -tiie existins fi+;htins povrer had to
be trainerl to i"bs lla.:tluu.lr effectivenessr

In accor.cieince with iire particular need.s of eaci: uni-i;, iraini-ng
prof-lreirs \?eru it itii:.ted. by tire iSattiilions 'co enco:npass all of the re-
luiileuents of 1he future op rati?ns, The aten Y{ere given the opportun-
iif-*f f:."ing tir.eir -i:;rsic ina primar1i.I.:Ieapons on irm.iieshift ranses. i{1-
or.[ *iiri, 1he-'traioi.r.e -brr*ry l,'a] an en'beri;ain:rient proiirai:l, affanged" by
lst t,i;. ;rickel,-ssc.--'un" i;hapiains condueteo religious services in all
&11€&$ r

cince ttre '.ose1le Ogrrati- on and. i;tre suceeeeiin3; attaciu,rent to 'bhe

igi;ir ;r.r*d uirr.r;;t* ehai.ges in coiirmanrl had taken place. tiol. Christ-
ian ii.. clerrke ,'iT. the l{eginsntal- command.ing Offlcer, because of i}lness'
i,Tas evrreua-Le,,r, ana ;,t. C;l. F::etlericll iI. Loomis, the :le$t ] slx. O. ass-
urrrcd. cor*llan(l.' ti.* follo'ri.rin€.; is irhe stiitus of eorranand- on 1 ueceml:er L9U+:
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NARA nate ralQ i '

ijirj.l"i na "<ir::fj-r,lLt,<l 
itJ.:,:Lri: 1!.{]-i'(::r tit.1d*r .lor i;l;rr iorlhco:rntl;1 crr:ss:-ng of 'l;ire s'l"er

I6-ver. .ihe 
,,.ra-.r vrits; devoi;elcl t,o iiir.bilct- rchill:j-1i't,.tic;n of t,hc, trools' liorel Yf ,

iec:cr-r,,ld .frr,n'i;he ii:ivrsioir'i-J tlt;'L 1;he}'-c,,iiirnr:nt r''lolf.d- probably-l:iot mc'Ye r]n*iI the
Ititr of iJeceruber.' I,lor,",evcrr, l, i,ntv*flve 50 il*l . -g"ot 

cre',"rs t',ere a]-erted for movement
.br:6-rE: :lcc;"bor alonr; thr: S;r.rr occu!-.)icr1 b.',, tntl 35$'bh Inflantry * foyi;]re nr.1',i;ose of
::11..ir.'-.'J-! .l-.1-1. j It rtlii 'r- 'i,ilil:r lI.-1,r. f. :::. :iL\.!^iri-r ":':"' ='-'- ,

,,,,ri:;rirr-ieril, horielr,-'rr' r;rii cv::lrt;Lt;l-i l-',r- il:'iir:t:l--l-t"i cll i-'ire]-;t"

,.rllle j58,;ir J.1i'',.:'r-1,.,:;-'r olli.iI,r.il-i,,",{rrl a provis-r.cnirf hatl ,:.li:rln to 6:ar:r11e in i;he s"l'::eei:s

uf jiietz. ,llhe ir,,itit-:,oir, :riicl.,:r 1.,h(,r ci:l:uni:.r,cl of,'1lir;16i: Janres,$..[:i1-;irrey, ]lo-i1d*]'j"9*^UL lgi-'Ual r-11\-J r'(iu'ril,r-r'r/3r, 'j

a'i:tir*cl in rlew uruLior'llis, !J:ls iilliol:L; liie m;;':r}r relr:tls;e;n'i;lrii-'-cs l'* nar'ch in:.ll]::^li:i:l::
Iiiu Iia-;"":;";#;-;il"oo.iio"* 6r tir* pni,urutrorr. At the geremonv, se$eral
;A;;;-pr*u*rrt*d vrith ths s6veted Cro,iCde Crrrevre by the French Arytf" ' l,

35BTH Ii{i'3]i]TRY AffiI}-IENT - HIS'IAHY * 3 Decenber 191+)*

General Van Fteet, the $lvision flOp caLled a meeti:rg 1"1 the I?,eg :-menlal arr;l of
to orlent them
ruie cluite certai
qi 0jrer.'aiicne
teri;ll- value in

il} C;rryany C"nrrnanAe*: and Eegirrental -and Battatlen qtufl 0fflcers
ine ,ctLon- in whici, tt * Itegim6nt riould' be tr*rolved shoxtly.. - It bee

i["t-ifru jf$if, Infa:rtry .,oo[ld have an in4:ortant rnisgJ-on in the corrrl:

"r+""i*"*il-cfer*"u* 
f rtm ihe lvlosselle Crossing prom5-sed to be of, ma

*itabfisir:ng a bridgehe,d o'irer the Saa'r n'Lvero

cr rregirnent;J CP - Gi_sir€e.!:
Er Bo[tr ]iegimen.L,s $5f e*59) "vuilJ-l vri'l;hin E1 rcn for possibtr-
End posit:"ons fob direct f:-re v,ieapons, includ:^ng tanks and TD

be estatrlished early to alJ-o:rr rapid buildup of oetai'l-ed enenS{

r:it 2100 Nhe ltegj-rnent ,,,ia.s a--Lr:r-,,rid for rirovene::t on bhe follol',tng day !o ttp as'1-

erirlllr r,,"rea along bhE $a:ir ffiverp .Ln urepa.rlt:-o" for ,tn e^q$ault *nt?l:$-1:_t*:^Tl--
;,{;' ;i"f.&#A -"i ffi:;;;;"' Di";;;i;-iou o*i'r* ll* Alert, the Division Field
i{r";;B;-";*ir*r h, 'mhic}t fo1lows in parb, 1.ra's receivedt

3o 3TBTII llli Al,IIkYra 
--5STE .".g from presont location to assy area indicate{ on overl-ay,
fr^-i;;'-,*i ^- +.n n!,'t i'rhfl^ iioil te: irifirllTrlTlFffi,l. LACFC,TX. BIBIC|{,t,.BflT-ryfi1'1-i&1&fr""i"g'prt"* to olrl-i:bn. iiorliei-_iq$:trFSI, l,ACnC,rX,*llBlcl{,tilf*ryfi:ip{e,
i'Jj$i;Er-fi1air",il ririr".;l,irll.iir.tI,'.D.*I$INGE1;n_ B{y_If rs vd11,lr-o-vipe !raSlic
fo"t"nf 

'.n,1'r,,l' 
,ct,L,.o t'O Z: t,rn l,:rrcls i,i'l -1. :tIrz"t I,6 l;' 61;' ring R'rrl"cl's

rt L) (>'t'r,
bo push rcn to and outpost raver 1lne within Z aL earliest practicabl-e
6nt*

c crossj-ng sites
ts. QP tS r,rrlL.l
itlf orm.ationo

Following the re,ceipt of the Division Orcler, S-J Stotler informed ihe Bns of
the schecluled move * ur,a began *oork on the regimentai orcler for the m<rernent to the
rl€w 9. fe 0,c

Authorii;'NtXnnmOp



'*i "fJffitl_@,' i,,, u.{
:..,.Li

,ru*n rr**rUO,.,urr*ffi-
- r nl 1

l]eCr. ilr ',r,I' l..r'rl

issr:-ed tluring tlre early hours -'* tl:e lftli "Deceitibu:r:

35U 
'rfi

on io assemblY area lndl-cated on
1o Eo 358ttr Jnf moves fbom present' locatiol.i?^*u3:1o'y area r-Ilurud'uE;u vrr

o*,.*:i}.ffii"ii"J,.ni.iloai,od;r;qi1gp+:Ij:o}*:-5o0seeubi Eouter [{OI*{EFH{ - ilCnfltft'- efnfcs-- fOUAOWVtt'f'g * idlffiALtD$EF' *

RAi,ll,iFff.rrAFGHx{ - &I$I}iGffi* si.v* I{Prs.T'dll Bf-"Yl*; i*fi;;';;"tr"f ane mark route'
- *.* n"gi*-"eJ cr opons Gisingen bL].lm Dec'

2' E' FriisT BATTA,T,N 2l ton tmeks and orgarr-ic transoL* =' t**tf;fuo*-:ffit ,a19a at o93o in 25

- a*ive *tru*#na"?;;? ;t.rfrol !g :i;;-_-i" *rl6'nuit ;;* )-23a' Push rcn t'o out-

poJi-*i"*t ri::,F*4T-3^P**o" 16 !fuoo+ , i ,

SIOTLJi;R
$_3

IliovenrentoftlreEe6i-nrentoccupiedmogt.oftheday,thel.rovementbegi-nrring.ri-th the First Ba.ttalion at 0930 dr[ cotEpretrng ar-ith luire second" Batta]ion c]osing

in its assembly ^rea arou.nd 1?O0'"-ff,*-"b* it*gl*entaf $P opened in the town of

fi[$Er,rc]sj at r23o. The move io the a ssemb]y ,**-*rr-r.iitho;t incj-dent except for

l;-st rnareh rni-'bs in the cc)lurrrir 
--A,'- 

thu rela:ncler "f Unu Hq Co -veh1.cl-es approaghed

the .Loiar of rlisengenl clirect, high veloci-t:r fire r'i^s :r'ece-ived flom acroBs t'he river-
cstrs;ng tile injuqr cf o*e:'u:rt lr,;n b]:e Conplny' '1i'-i;;t* 

$eccnd' ll'iit'alion detrucked

t,o conti-r,*e itrs m,:r"ci: Lo the,ro.:i:.1:-,.1 ..'o't ni i.'"u"'ien, tl''e colunrl ovas a'ga"in

i:-rcd- 1i.-.61 11'r :. l,:'i-::et;t, ij-:'g-:' 6;t rcl1 1' -i''t"" "l'":i ::'r'it"'"-';I oi:e :;ian :tnr-1' the .,t-ngury of
-L 

_^ 
-^ ^ -.- .L_-, .<,

r:tl - : L Ul :P. 

-r_

The follo'wlng order was

CIFFICL,rl,t

1,'_!-ffiserrtl,reainh.rerrty-threot23}z:5tontruckerrd-organ

rrans a.t 11oo, t;';r;;;-.a!ir.r"r.ire'Ii"i"*i";[6*a, 
-J.*i"e-in 

hssembt-v a'riea prior to
c. T!{1IO BATT*I'IO-N ^r ^'\ ,, ,, !-*-^r-- ^..r ^**^n.ra $-eovrc^,co 

#e##ti#"6,,r ?ree ?t r-ooo i1- l1^1r1.","^l3"fi"fu ffiEffH,t;f:"'
arriwing detru*king areS a! 12oo; ii :i::.-i" '""*fufv aree 13Oo' Pu;h rcn t'o and

**'r --' d' H#ffii*sunt "r??.?t.1m5 
t? 

''3I:.1",:*:*::':NGF"N 

at 1215" **ov-

inn inro ** oo"iifi""-'iiJ^(zji6igl to srpr:orb wtthin liegimental Eonet
- o ;. ANTI-TANK c0.

mp-ftt-ffiJnt area a"t 1039 to1 rrive GI$II{SB{ at }?30' PLacd

one ,,J_e.roon in J;;:r{,';ili."r"'i' .rrJ 3ra Bnsl one iI) pl-a.toon in clept'h withln
;csi.inenLal Eone.

f n C0' B 31' I'@-!N
ffi 1)115 t'o arr{ve rii}i Ic}oc'

*n SITBVICE CO,, 1)epart*5i'u*u"i area 13)15 to arrive 1$N 15]0.
fi" E'ffirT-rx=Tffi 0g: o*priri,"-raiir-i.q g!h- al o800 to close CISINGffi{ A?

1ooo, u"F'i.tg'ffiffi-1530-{;-"roJ* GI5ITiGEN L L55a'

3o &r &11 Bns and Regt I&-H F 
"ioons 

u'ilJ- "stou'iish 
OFrs within Regtf t1 *

on ri,rr Tine at ea.rllest p"t"ti"*t'1e- *orrr*"to ReporLs will- be made to this Hq by

18oo' b* lst a,d 3rd. Ilns r.r-ir, rcn uithin E for possible erosslng srtes and

poeitrons,foJiiruct iir.e neapons: including talrl:s a:rd ?Bts"

ir. &c r* co-*i1i aesig;ar,J',**;;[ uniis of not t,o exceed" 25 veh]c]eso Sach

marct]*rlnif-*i:f have a control and tail offlcero
.---';.' b. Control sPeed: ?q I.EH

i,,iaxii*im Sbeear 30 rt

e{iaimn Sbeear
ivfi-rri-r m 

-oi""t*"u betrveen vehicles - $o yards*

LO0iw$
CIUDG

I
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Itlsbtr in.t'u,'i,rw::*..,.:-':g:L:r.,,:,. i$5iecei"t'cr 'l9' )r (co.b) 
.-:--**

'Dar.]cr-r.esgf.,.;..in.J.t]il'1-l;,l,]:lasls*l.ib1ec1j.n$"i.,*,};-i-ha,..,i;hl,-2nd.Bniyr[}uisel:1en
a:ii:l tl.e, ird. 3i: j'n 0hi'rij-iiti;r'-i"1' 

"it'* l-si anri lrd' Bns naiii'oinerl tiP rs along fhe

yli,1rer l1aer ]i), d:,rlirres:;; iri,,jc,y'lij,"f1ni- ;; ]'1i"ior *piv6y, g(lrs cJl the Is'i' ancl Jrcf i

l-ln.s*r ri:sr,ectivel-",r, iil.<l ::econ:-to:i-tt:r'ec1 'r'he ::lri'cr i:ank itr- !o'lQ?n]' 
"i''rj-ih ihe Lln S-3tS" :

Ttire. ai;,i-,ar:hed 11,;"i,.r],i';";;;;i;;r;o in" hi'ti: aa,orirJ- oi'.rt"or:*1 .;he r.v*r rcr the 
"

i.j1,lilirose of f-l-r-.i.,:-rit ciiij,t,-b]-u 1,,orriii-o,rs l-x,,i.-'-*iJchlbo cffec*'.1-ircl-1' "1l,l'ttt "it* r{-to" :

c:ro:;s:n1:; rn.-bh ili::i:r:t, lireo :.io,"ri-''r#i-*, i' se1f-*prloi,*Uo'C ]l;irii,'4n "it; 
'macLe avsil-erble '

l-Li;-Lh i:in;1rr$ t,. cir:,rr a ji-Lr-ri'] .rf:'i:l,"i' for-thc '5I'""- 0o il oil 'r'tii: [-'ls"b Crn]- Bn r!ii:r's S]so l

oi, i,hr, :irt::- ,,tiii 
".,-i,r.;*i;; 

tu u.,p,.,,tt, i','i,.'' r:rsrat-i-'l--'.i-tr; 1-',i;i"Ll-ion's v'd-i'ir fi::e'

irieli -r,ic1,a)-l;o 1.,:,ci:i,'c oi fur''.i],:-,::,,,.ssilt:-,;ice l-i'j-l'oI r:n b1r a':si:;f;-i ng:-n i;he:naj'n1'enanc:e
lcri ,r,r1ri;,,-,c,t, ',' .'ilt tl .r i, ii,"r j c,ns :.itr-::.' i,i^Lr,;t Cro5r-'et.l -tl-it'' iirt':::' 
,,

i,rcr,os.r .l,i;r., r,i.:ir,. r ,:;lci -r,i::ri ior'.,,r,-r'.'bo'",li;;:;;,;, ;rl-: jru i; a sn;Lll- r:cci;io, of ihc ri'vcr

i.n.; '

-
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kegiment receivr:cl ihe D:-vislon F0 #12; alcl frorn thl-s order,
follo'*s' 
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Lnf
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The.fj-fth of Sece:aber began 'Lhe final day of planning bef ore Lire lteg.*.raent :

,r*s tl.';C;;'iI,"-;;;u1i "ro*Iir.g 
of the Saarfrivei"' The written Divisl-on Orde-r :

,,i"- "rt';*p*otu] 
.*iir later in Etre day, but all eoncer:red. rlere or{-ented ve rba}ly

il:,,"ti.--&-;il;i,r]co*'""Jer,Lt'Co1o1oonrtsanc]thelegiry$.*S-J,CatJtstot,1er*
For the crossirq ihe itegiment .,*s-ii"u!=L"r*t.J oy tl:e-io6trr iing:nler batt$ig1r, , I

A;*,;;;-;-;;"i{: col-, pions, utu ttt*u Ba.ttallons spent thc entire dav p;erfecting
;;";';i;"'rIJ'til"-"rl";lrur r;t4;s flrrir,*" 

"u"orruius€',1ce 
or',he crosslngareas

il;r{;;i;s-A* {*oopu on Ir,* ae{,'fru 9f tjle opera.t,ion' ar,tong the cletails in.t}re
,i*, l".r* ilr* ,."rr*geraerrts vrlth the 2o6th"Fgru for the crossing..nf 1!* a.ssault Bnso

3;,*'80 boatir lyere m;de availl abJ-e - sd:Iil-e 68 couf-d be manned for the flrst 1r&Y@r

]"ii Jt."tUr*: **I""T{-*C.* frr.A-*"ou**0, Co ts of the llrth frtgr Bn vras to begtn lorork

;"; ;ffi-bi;.ts;-*iotrr*-*orryritect p"i?, to daltr: and in'optra{iot by. clayl"igh{" 
^A}L' ,,,.

Jr;'itshi-"p6"uiio"u *ong th-e riv.,rsite viere ta bes creened vath siirokep from a 0orps,,'
Chlraiial $rncke tlnit,l ass{sted- by the I*.2 }Jortars*

In the early afternoone the Drvislon Corar,rsrder, Gencra.I Vsn Fleet, conferred at
the,k;giri;ntarci,"i:tt.i'i'0o1.Prong-a.nd.I,t..Co1oLoomis.-.{riraproCo1.jneis$ancewas
ini-tiaieA for thl purpose of deterirr!-ning tbe test crossing sites, considering th.9

enexq.r fj-el-ds of firer- corlumncl-j-ng te.rrain end the condition of the river and its banksr
* grbund recor:r:ais"i"* '!ra.s thefi made by ail comrnanc]-ers concernedo

Ila.rt of the genera,l plan rias the b the g0th Div f ortes vrould cont,acl the forces
of th;-titfr piv oil tfru far si-de of the x{verp on the gOtfrts right* Lj-aison'!Y&3 con-
sta"ntl-v maintained v,r:-th 't,his u:rlt* L:-al-son ir=s al.so established with the 35?th Inf
r';iri-ch ivas to as;ratil-t on the S5t'tnrs Ief'r,.

358th InfantrY - llj-sio

iluri-ng the days thc
nrade it rs F0 /l7f , r;l:tch

F.0* #27

1o A. .diJtrex },io. 1 - Jntelligencee
5, (l) XX Corps continu;rs i,he atk t,o force brhd- over the Saar Eiver.

(Zi 5tn fnt Div cor'ryk:tes'licp-up of 5E portion of Cori:s [1 ,{ of Saar, pre-
carecl to exr:loit brhd at 95t'h Inf Div"r''--* -- 

{tf-gEth Inf oiv cotr.binues exrl-nsion of presen'i, brhd*
(ll) 10th A[ cr:ntirmes denonsj;ra.ii,:n in X{trz,lg. a.rea. Dreor:red to cross Saar

.rithf-n tsrhd a:ici continue atk io the E"
(r) 90th Div -o,rill force cro.ssinq.. of Srr.r ltiveh mthin e wi.ih Regts abr"east

j.n or.der from R to t: l58th, C5OL15A; S9"l lt:rt o60li15A. :1gtn on N exerb.r pres$rre
to frcnt b]. flye and nrepares to cross ruithin Z of other ftegts r:rei;ar-iory to. cornuitt-
nen-b in a }{E ctirecti-on1 c,r to assau.Lt hi1.1- ;nass to inrneciia.te fron frorn rresent pos*

?, 35i1.];n Inf -
fiffitrG, A Zl2th ltk Bn $upi;ortr 2o6th ihrgr Bn

Co, B l15th }insr tsn 3lJrth F'A Bn
Co. B 81st Cnrl Bn Co B 773td rD Bn

&r ,rr33; :r3i:lh':? 3:"" liive r. i;i -.kri-ir z ar o6otr,r5* Dec -uc-i,h 1s-, tsn on i1 $,^-*.Jrd .bn ofl !e J,l o

bo Captrrres Fachten a:rd DiJ-1.i-11:'jeria

6. Cohtimras a-tk Lo secur€ Div $bj, h:-,,:h 3r"ound- l'lF-l Piesb:.ch.

Ao ls| iln -
f.f,AfA.T 1 iil.r,.b Co :; jlith ,;;;1rr. Bn

Ik tsn
TD Bn

I
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Saar Rlver on Regl Onler to provide olo$e support

bank $aar Hiverr srrpport assault crossirlg$*
, to provide AT protection on far shore.
for irine clearance and removel, and dem-

f or brhd clearing and clemolidion r.ork on

DECLASSI}'iI'I}

r!-^- Fitrar o"r. q{te indicated at O6OL15A Dec.
(1) I'orce sssau)-t crossillg "58'a-f 

Rtyer 3t $te indicated at

(2) o*iru*ili;d1v ;9. **""r' rIA priol to davlisht'
(3) At daylight contimr* utilao'"nptyrg.il1bi iorti-on of Dilllngen -"""ithin 8'

Ul ffi;;in'"o'io"t r'vith 3rd Bn on l"It'
(5}t.{ithftight.onPr{mgfti#;;;";;;"-Id[1Bunti1e1ementg95thsiv*re

"o,rta"i6o.c
vvlrvqvi6J'nontinue 

atk to secure objs A and B"w:-thin z.
g" ffiH 1 plar co B 3t5th Ergr Bn $upportt 6o B 205th sngr Bt,"-.i,

rrl,clto.I I i'Ii1-ll vo D )L)urr B'It3r urr 
I PLat CO A 712 fk Bn
I Plat Co B ??3 TD 3n

(1 ) Force asss:r1t c;rossirg $aar ftlver at site indl-cated qt' 
-O,OI+1SA 

Dec'" ' ''

lrt Atk .h,o Benlre arr po#ions Pacte" po"iiri* ;;;-iJ [#itcti!;' * I "'
(r) at dagishr eonrinul',;;;1. ;;;;i; i'ra"** iapture that qortlon of

Billingen vrithin Z.,,rri ,, Iser[]i' "[m;fuffi*"3:*{ill-'3**'t.3i3}},1%"33 }.lh B wrtirin E*

c* Znd Bn -
$f*Tl-oseBnin}trdasry.3r?&.v*c0b*rlirnbergafro60i+00Dec'(2) Sstablish liaison #tn-:"6 eo, pr*p*r"d f,o crosa $aa'r ftlver on Regl"

0y.der followi-ng 3rd Bn either or, .**luft Ubat's br-foot bridge' mq:ping-up Pachten at

uou"*ntir) 
Be preprred.to cross:-n lst Bn z on Regl grdei r.n event crossing at

N sibe is-not Prictlcable.-id- e;-prepaied to repel counter-aitack vrithin Regl Z.

itt F*po* to rnop-up *i*til' Regl Z behlnd assault Bns-

do Cannon Co - ^^/..:" jfffilaJj]-y, from positions yl c 236831+, support assaul-,, crossing on

c a]-l Bn

r,vlthin .

vt

olit:-on
!o

f-r

CIJ I s.
(2) Be prePared- to cross

Iiegl Z.
Anti-Tank Co -
ftl*-mmfiY, from Posltions r'{

f zi Cross.l Plat each a'ssault Bn

i:i Aich AT rnine Pli't, to 2nd Bn
rsork on far shorer
Co. B SLiL]n Srgr Bn -
ffich assi.u.l-t;rn

fe'r shoreiz; 
con*tr"uct rncL maint,ain l footbrictge on site indicaied as soon &s

nractica"ble .rradeuluLluji'cor.utruct 
necessary approaches and exits for cperaticn of L v T (A)s

md DUK$ S,
Et Co A 712th Tk Bn -

tffitace 2 plats.on ly benk $aar River to support crossing.
il\ Be nreopleb. to cross S-a.r Ri-ver on Fegl Order'
iji on lrolsing place 1 plat i.n suppor"i each assault Bn*

oo'B SIst Cml- Bn -
ffiromposi-r,ionsvic2,7Ba9,sr:.ppor.bcrossingsonca11ofIin
iri B"-p"upniicl to closs or1 Regl 0rcl.er to zupirort adv within liegl Z'
Field Arii1lery -
s"-r--* FA Bn, L77th IrA Bn, 3lr5ttr FJr tsn (reinf fires 3l+htn FA Bn)

(f) Fires pri-or t,o ii-ilcur.
(n) PrepariLii-on - iione
ibl Cf oi* sup,oorL pla.nned conceni,ratlons on cal-I of Bn C0 r s+

(?\ I,iires subsequeni; to T{-ilolfr - on ca}1o\*/

SO t s,,
ho

-6e
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The first Battalion began marching. from its assembly area at ste Barbara at

0300 to a forward-&sse$bly *"u*'Iio"e-!t. S$f"fu;I;"i"ib- oi*i"rry of Sal-lerfane*rtr'

once rhe horue of prap* von raqiaf;i;F i;;*;* **'frq"-*m"gu'*g9r-to tirreyo At 0l+1$,. :

the Battalro, negro-th" *ror.ifi'*i{n corry{+.s-B ;d c-leading, fo]-I<rwed by corpan-

ies A and D2 *A*e*tt"lion ueffi;il;;: laft.' *m"*tfy zucc;'ssful crossirgsl t'he

assault corrya,ies pushed fo**iE*fifi;i t*""V'dpiJffi;-,;"ffi-ph*se line onee t'he

Dllti-ngen fiatlroad Tr*cksr ***-*"in"*.' ff.* :*"#;i.g;f tf'* First tsattalion csme 85

a conrplete surpr{se to tb-te *.q;:-:il.titg. u*q''ilh;-{fi" Frrst Battall'on blow out one

oillbox and took nine p*iuorrurso.' mre-natt.rioi*6r ;;; ;;;brrur'*a in a rarge chat-
.eai: 

alons the maln road betwegi-t}r* river *"4 inl,r+irga*^113cxs" after daun' the

Batralion reorganired and r""uiier'"I#;; ;G f;;$tda m n*rinsen+ w*itingl *€&**

dri.'e, ro rie ffiffi;h ffi; $hj$i-;";;ai;; a--tt--l.i*, orra u.*-iBt'i, Di'ieion on the

right. 0n rhe r*.ght clq} oe ir*I*s*tt*rio* gr;;*ilhe rdil eivlr' and eceross'the

prims the terrain was do*ea *ii[ ;;;r-i Furioxist-onq ia*hich-lontarne& a Y:S""
flm that contlnnrsJt-y h*rassed I"-" irr.-ilittarion cp- errd fihe asseult troopsr esslec-

Inffy in the f*i* L**ault o1 iir. 
"n[*gi'*r ftot'Je' Th; st'aughter houser on the ex-

trere right flenk of, the Agttaiiln?i**"*t i"cfu6ea in tfre ltrierat'ione of t'he firet'
dry - due to i;;"rr1";r*u:r:ty-ilfi;; f ram.gi**g-tte.Prims--Itlver* Hotrevep' the

eventual- eaptg're of lt proved.rr*t ooty a com*enaotr* *flit'ary-fe:rt - but a boon

, to the assau.]-t forces atross tfru-ri"*?* ttzoo[f'o"i-tf'* dey' the a r€a oocupled' by

the sirst Ba.tt,aLion was subje;{;i{.--it"***rfii*avy mortai end artlIlery fire'
Casualtles inflicted by tir* o#iif.ry *iO Ua,btfr"r hea's numbered' ten rchile the

prisoner c*t*n ro" tfre Oay "*g"iiityiq";. At tt"r* close of the dayl Sottparry &

occupr-ed * * *"tor- o, tt u i"igl*i ;f- ti,t. gaita*on, o*tpost'ing the Frir:rs Riverl whil-e

Co::panies C arrd B remained on line along the tracks'

i{eanwhile"theThird.B;rtta}ionpreparedtonegotiateliscrossingofthesaa,r,
tti-vetr. {Xt 02Sb on',,he *o*:-rg%g"il1-t'"-6'th-"f O*"**6er, the troops of the Eattalion

moved out of the tow'n of 0beriimnerg and p'o"**AuA thiough the tcods between 0ber-

rinilrerg ana tne river nant ,ni. {il*""u""*lrring d"o*rn 11rs arm-ost vertical cllff ovcr-

looking 'ut * rito,r. 
-irriu p*ri*irr*ry-operafi-oi p'o"eA eq*al';r as difflc*lt a s it had

been anticip*i*a" cont::ol b *;il.* 
";i,e 

gr*ates{ }rorrem # tire men r:e6ched the trcttonr

of the cl-iff *["Attp-t"uO to-the boatJ wai-ting- at t'he waters edge*

TheerriireTtr-irdBa.ttaiioneffectedit|scrossl.ngvrithoutmi*hap*ndr..;it,hout
receiving fi:.eu irio fire *" *-"*ived until trre-*sseurt el-emepts 1'4ere well on their

way over tfr* *ryo"*O gr-"""a to-iire tovrn of Pachten' CIomparry L proceeded on the

teft w:-th Corryany I on j.t,u 
"ieh{]- 

-U;i 
*. ;;;;1i "rossi"g, 

the firsf platoon of

compa.r,y iii"rv,r.u.{t*"r."4 to co,ryiiry-t, *na the second pl,*.toon of hea*,y maehine g,ns

lyas ai;tacl:ed to Corryary K' t[" """"ttr pl:'t'oon rema]-ned' inltia]-ly on thewest side

of the river with the obersers*"*"-p*i+ng. the assaul| elemants of the Battp'lion'

An eerle atnosi:here prevade,i lrrJ'-r*org*irirl.tion on the east b+-nk: s.s &-' enemy pla,e

s*"rooi,ecl loi,v a.nh dropped several flares"

Ttith the tsattalion deposed in 'i;he same formati-on --tyg companies abryrrstl

coropary r o, 6l"r[rri *d c",{*r il-o"-ure left - the Batteri-on began iL fs trek

ini,o i:he to','.{Io Frogress l'** 'io'i 
and extreme)'y haza'rdous due to the fiooYed con-

tition of .r-.he m.sr bpnk wnicrr?ls e;rriqd *i*, l'teii hol** and 'brenehes tha.t dropped'

sev;:r;l ,oun irrio-ifr"'"rfa 'riat'er ':'nd mud. As Conrpa'r5' i Spprn1"hed the tov'rn it
dr:,rnr ;he flre of t'"io prllbo***. The Com-oat'y Uy-i'""seA ti;.strong-points initial1y'
hc:;revor: or5 ,lir**dln.t"r ii-tire 6;",. i,?r d-to;t tiruin o.,t vn-th the assist,'nce of the
'r'...-.'-irnav.o. rloqp't:;r L follo^iir:cl the $iune proceedure '''"'hetr ri rJrew ihe cross-fire of
ItrirrillggiJ'

".1-,,-.y.,1 
a.ritoLs^ii-c i',rea.pons a.rol1g "itfl. *o't" *''ii' b*''ooka fi::e' The Comp*n)' secured
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the first six houses i;.nd then reorganlzed and planned a systematic proce&rre to
clesn out the l"emainder of the streeto 3he &ngineer as$a1l1t teex of Co* B*r315th
En6rs bLew up one pillbox on the right fLank of Corpary L s.s the first and second
platoons of the r{.f1e cofipsny moved forward to cl.ear up the relta5-ning rssistanee
in the area+ Seven Senaaiis wer"e fou-nd hldden in one baseurent who fired Amerisan
],fi- rifles as the Cordany adv*nced" Three of this gro1lp was captured and .the rest
killed or woi":.ndedo b"rf"e this actj-on the Sonpen;.-1osi, among othersp f/Sgt Fj-nolli
lfno was killed I-nst.ntly when a Germa:rr r efused to heed ihe call to surrender eixd
whelled *bout and shot finelli. A eivjJic,n of Luxenrbourg proved of g rea.t v alue
by pointing out the precise locatj-on of a well hidden piJlbox, c{hlch the Gonpany .

then knoeked out"

The $econd Battel.ton wes originaltry ordered to cross in the area of the First ;
Battalion, but shorbly after 06OO-on the momriryg of the 6.th, the order ivas to cross #in the sj-te used by the Third Bat,talion. By OBOO the 3L5tl't h:gineers had corryl-oted *
construction of a iootb::idge noar the crossing site of bhe ?hlrd Battalion" Imned- t
iately the Socond B*ttalion, wlth Corupany E leading began lt cross on it* Through- i
gut the day the footbrLdge beca,me subjected to inthnse enerry rnachlne gun md morLar Ifire, r'rhlch made the operation a difflcuJ-t one. $everal times &iring tlie crossing i
the troops ft-ere pinned dorm. However, by 1500 e}.l- three rifle comp*lies ar:d a part l
of Coq:i.ny I{ 'r,'; ere acrosse

In crossing the Second Battallon erperiencedg reat difficulty due to the laek 
:

of sooke along the ri-r.'er, thus afford.:-ng the grery cle-r obserra"tion from tlte hi-gh
;round north of P;:.chten 

l

Bymid.afiernoonthesituation1ooked-tlei'i;erthanithadsl.neet.|restartof
tiieoperation"?heh;;'rass1ngsm*J-].*;izrnsfireonihebridgesitehadbeene].inin.
:iedr-and the qp,oroacltes to the }:ridge site were rea$r foi use. Oonsultation be- ',.1

i.open Inf.mtry iir* trngineer Staff Officers concl-uded- i::at in twelve hours a l+OO ":

foot span wculd be cor,rpletedo 
.

As t jre Ea.t'f ;.1:-ons concentrated. on secr:lrlnE their lrositions f or the ni-ght, rrr-th
'lhe fir:-r'd Bittalj-on just short of the r;*Lro:iC. on the Eegimental Left Flank, and
tl:e Frrst Ba-bt;{ion on the railroad on the exbrerire Rith& }'1ank along the Prims kiver,
i:nC 'rire []econd Sa"ttalion in reservebehind t]:e Third Ba"ttaf-ion, the fiegimental and
1l;.ltiJ-ron $u,:p1y crews began the:-r nen/e lrracking bu"slness of ferryihg zupplies and
l-irirrru"nition across the riveru

-(-l*



*, ,*"",x5gs lplilrffi
3SBthrnfantq'-iiistdry- . '

Because of -b]:e heaty eneyr'she}ling ryry}g the earl1r hours of the morn:inge the

&r.sineers *ur**orr** ;;i on thl ;';tou;.- sh"ir;, ,oere ls,nding approximstely one

urr6ry 30 second=l--A'"i"cellaneoi;;Ert thoroughlv c:t*"b1e organi'ati-on' com-

crised mostl;' of cooks, cirivgSs ;e ;;h"" or*iiafrri:' non-rront t{ne troops' kept

ihe supplies flovring du*ng tfr* niif.i"p"t-f9*f,'1"s-t1''L* &cross the river and ha:rd-

carrying them over long, haz-ardouu-ro',,tbs bo the-B;;i}io" and Corpany Supply

?f;i*: 
j: ;:ffi%xf; .i:kmfillaffi:;:*"W-r:-;5' ffi ; ",'tf; 

.%*Lr*rtm' "

orisoners.

DaylighlifoundtheBattalions.,tellsuwtigaarrd-inwelllinkeddefensive
positions along il; ;;tsro; or*;,r,,;-;rii*;a traclcs. The strategic*^lry pl*ced

and well manned piirtor*u f acing irtu*-r=o* the east side of the traeks' hor*ever'

made any *rrr*"iu*tii"-.t"il;"ir6.;;;r;:---T;; toun', its*If was aet held bv agreat

rnrnrber of Gerrnanlr-i"I-trr" p*li;;;;;; carnoufraeed housess sirpported ry roving

ffi;;; covereo ,]i ;;;";eni thl't might be attenpted'

The Corryarrles concent,ra'ued their efforts on.cleari:1g th: houses and resistance

on the west si rie-Ii *.* .brancks; -;;; in" r":-* kiver thiough the entire &egLmen-

ta]. f roni.

At1,00,Capta:.nstotler,tlreRegimel.t"}5*3,issuedField}.fessage#2:
.urhich ord-ered tirl B,;ttalions t,o 

-contiiue their aiiack, neutralize'pillboxes a:rd

s.brongpoints nnJ-to maintair, "orrtn"i 
rlr-th units on the rtght and left'

comuur:-iea-tionsr clue to the commenda"ble efforbs of the wire cretrs on bot'h sides

of i:]re riverr'wu.e excelleni. d;"-;;;; on the i;r-siae of the-Saar deliberately

e:qlosed ttrenserie; ;;-ii.. or t'rr*"*'i**,o as tirey I"ept a constant patrol ehecking

iheir lines.

Fron inf orrn::tion gleaned f rom the a ss.,ult -conrpo:ries, 
Ini-antrv and Arti11ery

5-2's and s-J,s plarrncd for,t*"iJt";; G rir.a ir-;f ii" "i;lt'" the Regimental

S-l+ completed ar.ranggferr!? to.rr?' *"*i-rJ**i.-o,," [t'i*i* per-eituarion tra]legaioredtt

across after a*"i.'- "tr''e }ivislo" i"ppfy-pro::r:-sea a srppllr of smoke pots"

During the da.-,r, thg neqr:Tent l.earnea'-dll considerable regret' that the

r.rell ,lked and thorbtig5-ly efflcien[ li' C9f-'-]u!rnson' CO-3)ll+th FA had been wounded

and evpcuatedo 
";i;-;;:-;'#th 

a- t*[-#'"*A :*55 
'ot*t'- 

m BB mac]e e dlrect hit' A

.rt76rr tank **" ,oi*- tupir.cine the 155'

DarkrressfoundtheBattalionsconsolida,t:.ngtheirrvon.'positionsrarrdalsosaw
the supply cr€ns, once agai'r. r'l'i ui tr-'" afr nIgil{ task of getting supplies and

"q"rp*i;t" 
to the B;:ttling Battalions'

*10-

I

:'.!s,
r*i
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During the past f i'o'"= the $aar has risen^:''::-Iff^**-::T" til3"fiX;r"-
causing mor.e *itIi""fti*" for thJ ;ffitf^S9-tsracuatlon personnel- The Engin-

""* *5* constarrt'iy clelayed 'oy heairy shelJango

Ghe Battalions across the riverlYere unable to advance rypre-ci*Ply ryt,lojne
unce*tainity of zupplies, tne laik-lg -iln, ota.er Equipnent i"+ b" the stubborn- l

resistance of the bhenry in hourseJ, ni1ip9;9" *a i*ri".,- n'" Battaiion positions
.!Te]€und.erconstantfii.e.rireTiiri-Battalionreceivedthreeeorrnter-attacksfrom
rnfantry whlch was s,lrpporbed by {*r.u.- *rra tn"*u-t#; the attacks rrrere repuLsed" I

Hov,,everl piJ-Iboxes .Tnd houses riere cl-eare<J' up io the iill traci<s ;::d' than:gh

the c,:r.su:,.}.Lies wer^e f;Uirly fre..;..trr",*irfa sl,rateglc l"**y.st'rong-r:-oint's urere rechrced

,:,nd rflF-nv or:"o.nrii-,,.,L "L1'tt"*o'* 
'"d"d ffiiy-fiBioic act'ions rnerkcd the da:rs prosress'

:he lirst-B; tt l-ion ;uir=cl*off i o.4zc and irirn'''ii"t'cl-v i-,ccrme "i*"::oj-:1",1 ']3*=*:f.l;U:*J:tl..t[;i::" d;1ffi;;"i'oi*r;;n, ie,ad b1, Lt. r';ft. I'ebri',g*,1 iaprured *n arrnored

0P that l:ad been b*r;-*;a'--"9 *1" ip:.1:]t::1..:: l1: I?3':*I1.t,:f* :l,l31ril3*"fr;
:i":1.1":13*l.Xi"ffiifri:Xl"rfJ[ ;ffii1lr? ;l;"* :lgi*;-ffir::1i.":ilg.,:*.:::*I
n;r,bur;,;l g'i;i$$r irriu or., 'ras 

ecprif,iua *itr'"fi:e c ontrol instnrmenis i:xc1 an opero"t'-

i-rig coninunic.,tj-on-.rjrut*ru. on* olrli*er and-e lerren enlisted ]cen I,€re netted here'

The second Br,ttelion conttnued its cleaning-up operations and w&s unsuceeff*

fu1.1y counter-aii*ctneo. They v,ieili;";.;;i;i-"i cLnslant fire d*ring the vrhole day*

The Third ga.ttat-ilil-iif.,u titl first *a Secbnd Be-ttalions, made litt1e prsgress'

other th*rr cles;f,u:6: mre:t ai&, 
-nc*rw*r, 

discover evidences of dug-up ririne

fiel-ds.

riegiruent lep.rtred thrnpgh. iis ined:austibrle soo}.B€s; that^the pillboxes to
the front lyer€ msnned by slx to ten men, one or-two }fiitir 1 ?0*f' It also leatn*
ed- that some of these boxes uo**-nii--*ii'*"tio" Uoios' some of l''*iich hed 75mn guns

outside ihem.

The Thr-i-rd BalaLlion captr-rred a !$xrc gun and scouted arou:nd for arnrun{tion
'Uo feea-ito ft was their oi:1y AT defense"

Patrols and 0Pts reporbed that there were heavr eneilIy troop coneentrations

on the roads between Dillingen *a muftl-*t. Germans wer€ concentrat'ing in
Diefftenu The Air Cor-os visitei-iipGA;n-d*.q*e tlr!. daf anA -lgft 

its merk' The

vibrations "lyere ?"ri-[i-trr*-r, tiJrr"i rn Fachte[. the bnen, r retaliated by even

heavier shelll.ng-it*rr-6*rot*, *J trre river wgs ro;e}l screened vrrth snoke' the

shelling caused danage and casuJt,i;;. Telepfrone comrnurrlca.tions s'eref req-rently

irrt*rr..Ited, but Hadio took its p1ace"

Gener;}VanFleet,t]reDlvisj.onCor:mander,orderedthatanatterupt.bemacle
this night to get AT a;d Arrnor *"rou* to s*p.:orb the beleagured troopsc

*11-
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The lieginieni: still received couni;er-thrus'Us in all its sectors,

none of r,thtch, however, vrere effectj.ve. fhe Battalion Coinnm.no.ers arrd
$ompany SOts lvere cheered by the ne'r,rs that replacements would" soon
arri-ve; and" irl i;he uearttirue they pui cooks, arlvers and. non-essential-
uien on.the lina. Overhead observation planes sought out the hldd.en i
Gerrran guns'and reporied to the artlllery. ':

The troops rrrere sti]1 faeeci with the formidable boxes across the ,tracks and'oheir supporting tanks, llhe Znd Bn ana ?rd En jumped" off i,

ai; claylight, tire lst l3n protectecl l,he riglii; flank, fhe a&vance was i
slor',r. iiaeh bo:: iriro to receive individ.uaLtreatnent,, ano tire attackers
l,'ere aI'"uays und.er fire from a suppo::ting box,

n

'ihe Jrd. Bn, in its attack, presseel ti:.e cap"i:ured. ?5nn grrn into i
service and *.:ot desired results. Dttrin5-: the clay the Bns method.ically ,;

inove<l.i'on,lard.and'red.uee&housesand"bo:teswithiatheirad.vanee.The.
enerrry was stubborn and. progress srns slot't, It nras flesh against roam- 

"Eiag arrnor and. hldden guns, but the troops dogged.ly fought airead elncl i
srrdeessfu11yc1ea::ed.ievera}tov,mb1ocics.1'heboxesand'housesthat
ivuulo have held. up the ad.vance and. en0angered the flanlc unlts, were by-,
passed. and cleaned" up later by the lst Bn. 'I'he i"egirnent received.
.heav-y casualtles but also took many prlsoners and lts toll of eneiay d.ead..

fn the Znd En area, after reducing a }:ox and. capturing its d-efend-
ers, Lt,s Cloutman anci Gorse, r,ri"Eh sor:re B enlis"Led inen, oecupied the bolc.
;in €l1er,ly tank s'terged. a counier-attack and. afber d.esperate and. frantlc
figh.t, 'uire ,,uilerj-cei.rts ":r€i'B f orced. to surrend"er'

,jpecia]. iiren'i;ion to frlSgt. f,ames L. Yat^es, of U 0o, vrl:.o after d.is-
eoverirg ttra'[ 'i;he personnel of a :aortar 0] had been l'round-ed, rnacie his
,,:i&y 'bhru sstall arns ancl ISG flre and ruanned the y*eapon, and. because of
iris e;rpert firing, broke up a possible coirnier-off*nsive forming nearby.

1-he TDts e:rcl th 155's 1{ere rror"r en6jaging the enelny and thelr foree-
fulI suaport rvas hlghly pralseiL by i;he Bn COte. Ihe v.rire crews ap;ain
de;::onsirated. iheir coura*;e i:.nd" abillty and kept t,he vrl-res open. Cannon
Co., und.er Uapt Charles'r'ij-se, threv't j.ts €iuns into the ilay and srr.pport-
ed, all tsns r.rith ltstuff that i{elnies dontt likela

;rt 2230 it v,,e.s lsrov,rn that' four tanks wele across the rlver, and. a
'ii-l ?letoon -Jor the lst Bn on the 1*r&1r. :,'he xeg-i-rrent r.:.,.s iilloieil 10C0
:-'i)i-yr.is cr' lt inch aiiuauni-tion, esitimated. at ,,25Oc per round.. A d,isturb-
i*il element v'ra.s now lntrr:d.uced.. 'the ene:ny hacl inf i}-brated baelr in $orirc
sectors anei lvere occupying boxes that had previously surrenclered., irrom
i-lol,r on, all bo:,;es v+ould berend.ered. unusable.

uuring 1,i:.e night supplies ancl eq_uipment trere ag.ein ferrled. over,
s-0i11 by the sa:&e cre1,{s, an& sti}l unqler the same danf-ierou-s harassaent.
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3r8th I:rfaatrY - IIistorY - 0 .Decembor l9lll+

]ttt0900hoursI,t.Col.Jaeobif.BealkelJ3.-assuined'comI08ndCIf
the 358th Infantry :i61;iment,- u".tuu9log Col' Freitelrick i{' Loomj's' t'viro

acted. ag Cornmand"ei slnce th6 evaeuation of-Colonel tlhristi*n H' Clarke'

6;: , 
--tG 

,'{egimental Conrmand ing officer'

i{eavy ene}By she}}1n8 continued. to harass the Bns d'uring the night
g-10 December. rhe supply-;;;;; q":ird;a-bt the Engi-neers put supplies
acro$s the river, into the franas'of tne-waf'Uing lana-carr)ting supply
parties. Counter-attaelcs ,t"""-"ttempted |n the lst and' Zncr Bn areas'
but were repulsed without i;;; oi sto"na' Company *Jitt received a severe

counter-offensive in the morniag t{rat ***p"*ce-eaeb-by the heaviest
artillery barrage the Batt*iio""n"a y*t eilcounterecr' The 3l+&th I'A

liaison offlcer with ttre Bn, cal}erl for, [*0,";. aufensive fire' n"fith thls
support and the support of 

-iDts 
an6 t*o$, tit* Infantry belt off the

iii'ist i,.r-ithou-L :,rielhing 6r,rou:rd' :

,i.he3rd.Batta}lona}sorecei.veclacounter-offensiveinCo.Lls
area, r.','hilh ,utas cluicfly*;;;"i;;a. ,in-t'tis *ction' bire Co*pany Coc;:nnd"-

e-., eapt. Bryan *o.u *rr.,Lrra;a; but ruas not evacuated'' gapt *utchenson'

also of L Company, 1&a$;;;;,i.a an6 evacuatecl' :'he Co;'r'p:r-ny boasted five
enemy tanks d.estroyed. 

"ir."v-pracea tirese tanks tutd.er guard to p'event
'bheir removal bY the enemy'

Duringtheafi,ernoonCor:rpany,tlaurrche&anatt,ackonafortlfled'
slanghte"_tioo"u tocatea-rn tha i'r# colTrer of the Brrs sector. The s-H

r..,ias further proi;ected- Oy-:ti'"F" piffUo=*"' one of -"vhlch harassed' the

river operatioIIS. 'i'11e lttacti, suqlorted oy Llannon Co' ana mortars anel

a squad. of 3L5th iingine;;;,-e"ig*ly.'non thi: 5-H and-' after consio-erable

f ishting, the ilngineer"-pf"*,ia CZ Lhelr$es-and' red'.iceci tt:e boxes' The

co$pany tn*r, atticiced iiri.ol&jii the rear and- across a cexietury, i"here a

corurter-attaek was or*iira.---0"*u-the cer*ei;ar3' lvas gained' they sttept

on and. into a clrurch *;i;i;-concealea-u strong-poln1,. r'his oI:era'bion

consld,era-u,y lessened ;;; obs'caele of * futuie-arltacit *cross the 
"fi

iraclis.
Batt;ilions repo:rtecl that the ene:rty shelljns r''r'ressiill- the heaviest

ev"*r received.. ,i,he riv'er si'i;es 'Y'*r*-clnsfuntly shelled', but the ferry
and.'uire allegato, '**u';Ji.f6 

g;I ieeps' ry's a;'d tanks across' together

with amnunition and. suppries.* rry nia*ir"rr, tire sirerling hao- punetured-

all of rhe r.ubber rroar;if--;;; nIliri-nial s-& o:'aereci thai smaJl boats

be used-, turd. und"er "o-ru" 
oi'carlci^eu"l-ti*"e small er-aft car,ied- supplies

ovar artd. r,T ounded. back'

Durinll t}re &ly, ciue 'i;o "Uire sirel}in;, Col]itIUli.ica-L ions ";,Je re fre .
.-1uently irrt""ropt*i, i;;; [i.u "ieif""t-iitj'e 1:eiirols r]aintained' fairly
constant cominunicationJ' 

-'ii'if*"vrj-re 
t", *s out' eontact v;as ef flciently

iiiainiainec. by ii.ad.1o. 
-]nu at *ig]:'or-orir-jnt fires coulcl be seen raginp;

in :-.,iffinleii-l"-iriU"{" to 1he efi'iciency of t'he :'rtiIlerl"

iertr'*iryNX@n
', s{W_Nexeoatet2lQ

DECLASSI-b'ri:'iJ
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L

I



;58trr lnfantry - lJ. o$-ler ]-91+h - ]Tistorv.

At 0001 the fol-1or..ring message w ae dispatched

flffi,D lifdS$AGE # 3

1o Secure Presen"L, Posl-tions
atteriPts to 1ink uP lv:-th

2* 001 CoI-* $mithl 300 Ha'dio Charure3- is

3o Hhe* Joined, cootdins-te efforts v&11
clear pillbox in rear &rtar.

STOTIL,R'S-3

'tffs$rcN i'08 :J- trIlcFiL{BItR }91)+

vrh:.le the lrcl Bn, SS& S\P Af
;,rou a.t your Present liorth lrlanko

DECI-ASSI}'Tfli-}

to the COr 3rd. Bn;

rr3ptl,

be mnrfe to

/ r.- ^l ^.DLaTLL i!r9 urllu[! r

shortly after raldnight two enel$r tanks firy$ on the 31td Bn, b'ut weve

off, ;;;roa"gea, uy C-n""; and $rtll-lbry fire. The ene1I4. she1*l-ing, ihough

continued to harass the trooPs"

t,l:e small boais eontlnued throughout the nleitt to.carry qrpp]1es-fld.by 93;0
had the tank arunun:ition rcrouu. i"o[resslva$ sllwo b*t through the effoybs r:f the
miscellan*oou *lrffiy-;;.r*;'ifru g"ttIl-lons rfere supplies for another dgy.

he*.te:'t
les scned,

?he Regiment, 'was conslderably under
agai-n requested replaeementso .'Ihe m:ch '

ti.t as yet naa not mater{alized'

irive nptr So. men s:rd three AT rnen relury*q.,after hiding hehind the ererqv

l-ines, They re.;orted tha'b the ***l'$ppli:+-the boxes Uy iarrk. -}1?" stq'ted
that there ruu* il-"""*y on the strLets'bl O*-tingen--they'v'lg-al-]- ln-boxes or
:_n fortifieo_ rrouses. ?Le;, also c1a-iraecl tha.t the A.rnerican artillery had been
ItteriCfictt.

$.nd again, under enenry shell- fire, the sLpl:}}' and eva-cuation continued' L

plan {o*cL!"g*" tir*-crossing sites l"{a.s now under adrrisemento '

strengtho The Battalion Cormnand"ers
needed-reinf orcernents had been prom*sed

,l

.i
3' .'--;

Authoriry Nbbt1
B{4€NARADatel2lQ

rl

Reproduced ai the National Archives

l



.qw,,

1 3r8th fnfantrY - IlistorY -

.,:!i
ffi. Reproduced al the Nafionat Archrves
'4{i

I

12 Deceraber 191r./+

sectlon reported that one-and.-one-half d.ays
river. Iieaty shelling norry fell on the sites,

suBply r?ere aband.oned.. At d.aum, the rlver
vras repairedr et at l"l-L5 it femied two

DECLASSI}iT'i,}

:rt AZAA the supply
supplles v,'ere across the
ana furtirer attenpts at
Iras sppked and, the ferrY
platoons of auror across. One platoon for the Znd Bn,rnd. CIne for the
Jrd. .on.

The }rd. Bn reeeived aa orcler to red,uee pllJ.boxes on the east
side of bhe tracks in front of their positlon. Pfc )Jugene lloblson,
Co. L, suggested. usin€; civilians to tell the boxes to surren&er.
His CO, Capt. Bryan, thlnklng this to be a good" ld"ea, a sked the Bn
00 for appioval.. Approval- was granted. ir citlzen of Luxewbourg was
chosen and. vras promptly nichraraed. tt'3he 'O1& Krautrr. fhe rr0ld. Krralrtrr
under a rdii.te f1ag, advaneed. t,o each of the pL&lboxes a&d deJ-lvered.
tire uli,js1atr.m, whlch rras ngive up or be blorsa upltt Sn Artlllery
observer rad.ioed. the progress of the nr0ld Krauttt .to the Contrn ny, &
play-by-play, r'rho la turn relayed it by rvi.re to Battali.on, ltegiment,
iivislbn aad iirtlllery. A real broaclcastl One offieer and thlrty-
four enlisted. men sr.rrrend.ered. One box, hotvevelr refused. to surrencler
to a civilian, $o;39t. 3{artin }uiurray proceed.edt to the box, r.irhich then
surrend.ered..

the T.rrC eompleted. a boiabing raission tluring the afternoon on the
aresl ''io ii:e front of the J.st BB. ?hey were alss active over the nain ,

roaOs to and a-Uout Dillingen.

The Satr.r rtiver was noli/ rlsing tr,',to feet per hour. this end.anger-
ecL the smoke €enerrltors ancl consid.erable effort rvas involved in
siiiftin$ 1rhem. iiowever, bY 1500 all- arl'ror except 3 fDts and. I t,zurlr
rras itcross. On the far sicie of the river ? tenks ant1 3 Tljts vrorkecl
over the road.s to make safe passaije for vehieles, ano by 20OO ]rours
ancl coiapleted the liission.

'Ihe 4.2 Cr*1 i'liortars fired toriay 25AA ronnd.s of W/F on the tov,rn
of Dllrlng€Dr v,rhlch !i'as now burnlng brtghtly

-15-
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3,5$tii Iufantry ffiistary -

attack on the 15th, (flan nAlr is, attaehed)
Dusk fouud the faitbful supply srews on iroth

in6 fo:: the all nigirt haul, :is darkness fell, the
slcross once iliore,

358th fnfantry - Histol'f,t -

sides of the river waLt-
supplies begr.Ln to flovr

llt-, P e ceub er* 1?I*,1+

Supplies lvere ferrlerl alrain in small boa-L,s and shoitl3' after nid-
nillht 'tha supplying i,,JEs complete,J., Other i;han j-n-i;erriri-t'i;ent slrelling, the
situation in-tfrL 35$th sector !Yas eienerally quiet

Tbe 3rd Bn, witir the r*ission of securing a group of pillboxes east
Of the HR, erosied. the tracks at A73Q, supporp;ed. bry tanks. Thg iinraed^iate-
ly:.aet stubborn resis'Lance, l3y OSSq /+ FBts ira* been }i0rd. and 66 P,;'.'s
t"ir"o1 and- the oi:jectlve reached. Cors I ano Ltie& 1n togethqr, and.

with lire Jrd iJn, 159r l,rl:.o were prepared bo ioke over l,he posltions, itiaJor
u3:ivey, 3ro Bn CO, re1:ort,ed" tliii.L the artillery coorei.ination li'as ;rerfect.- Coro.position 2 rrtrs used to co.:tplei;e1y C.e.,rolisi-r captured. pb.ts to pre-
vent re-occupal,ion. ?revious experience had taught the _segt tle value of
sucir a rrove. At noon t,he enemy again co&llnrrcea to ireavily slrelI the
river. rire concentrations were so }ror.rvy tirat the 205ih iingrs vrere orciered
i;o clui'[ tireir operati-onse Uurin5; Lhis she]ling CIapt. Leer z0bth;n;rs,

- lost hls l-ife.
"',. the 3rd. Bn vras reli-eved by ele:rirents of i;i:e 359-Lh Inf lin& r'rithiirew

i;o l;,i:ch'ien a-s Regimeni;al xeserve. the ls-i; ano" ?nd. Bns uainL"rined.'lireir
r;os"i t'ions.

j{es.vy s3re11in1,; con-L,inuerl "ci'i}'ottpriou-i;'Li:.e o.tYr irat-:issingr-broops an0
ira,;:peri::i.; ri-ver oireretions. 'i'he trOId. Krautt?'t','i]-s tl,;iiin j.iresseai in'to ser-
vice, lrui this '[ii,e ]re .';ot no resu]is on]-y 'bhrea-bs.

.,t-';2j00 the shel1i:1, on -i;i:e river let up sonel,'h€it lrno feffiying
opelati. ons once a,-ain ere ut.cler iralr. Because of the lnie start, the ra-
supplyl-ng ope::i:.tions continued. iurtil d-ayiiilht.T'iiis nlgirt ruu'as narliecl irith ienseless, eepectancy and' mnfioence
ii;1i,r11 "i,trilci briir5; -Lire iil1 iinpor-bant at'back'

DEUI-ASSIl tLi-, effi

Au*roriti blNhnrufi ffi

NARA Date,g& I 
*

,,,,,, L3 Deceiitber 191+/+

Uncler eoi;er of d"arlcness supplies iiere f erried" t,r tire far shore end

hand.earried. to the companies, Ilor',ever, the operai:i ons !r ere cui: short aue
{o-"p"ni""*A pontoons. 

*llarly ia tire -ruorning3rpropatianti.a sheLls r'+ere fjred
ai; tire enemlr, uncler direction of lt-{ajor }'{m.J.Fa1voy, S-2.

The lla-iltaflons, utiff under haiassing fire, i6ntinued to 1i"0 boxes
and. repel counter-t,hrusts. Even under these conditions, ti:.e troops man-
a6ed, t6 le tielI fed. vrith supplles from aband.oned ilerman stores. $ieak
and" ,lrench Fr5't s lTere no longer a rarity.

The ferr! vuas ap;ain opeiatil,g at 11OO and. earrie& eight'fDts and
one Jeep aeross cluring the"morning, and. returned. wlth woun&ed and l)-tl{ts.
rhe oper"ations across the rj-ver d.uring tlre day were fairly constant.

",1t 15OO hours, the liegiraental Opelatr[ons 0ffieer' uapt';;tot]er,
lssirerl i,lri: Flan ttlltr to tlte.rin vuts iir st:"tr"l--;r with a view to rnaking an

-1o-
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.ffi"

Qr.gI:rH,,,,

pLAIJ ilArr (corredted)

ro 358th rnf.
. EEcEA:--Ta A.7a2 Tk Bn Sup'oorb: Co B 773 TD Bn

Co B 81st Crn1. Bn 3lrl+ S'l' Pn

c" g ;i5irr Ensr en ir . ]^-s ^--.--1
Atks to li6 on D- Da;r Oi:O'to secrLre gbj indic:;ted overl*"y nrih lst' Bn

on R, 2rid Bn on L.
2. no ffi"; I- ple.t co t T!? [k Bn support: 1 plat ca B 773 To Bn

1 plat c. fi :if E;S;. . " 1 'or st Ar co

t1)Atksat'or:ou";-i;;i;i!'4obj^inclicatedonoverlay!Q\iti*['Ji-e-a]1PB'stathinZriTofobj''iil ir"i"iai'n*con"bact vrith 2nd Bn on t'
(l+) prepare to "orrii".,-i-"tt-"k 

on Regi 
'rder 

to seize Bn cbj.l
neubri'1i'i:- 

ffi.fi'" ':tT".'^ 
$up,ortr 1 p1-;t co B 773 rnTf&r#* 1 pli;t ao A" TLZ. fk Bn' $upportr

l- p1s-t c" I:ig*' n'gt . --. r-^-.1.:^ 
l pLat Ar co

(1) Atks ar o73O-ffi#t;-*i;e-rniti*1- obj inclic'led on overlay'

tai fr*oi"*fir*--ff Ffris ,ri*rln Z tff of in:itial Obj'
(3J ffiU;.H-;I ffiti""* "tr. on neer-order to seize 81 obj neutrallzins

,r11 PBts 'rrith-in Z.
(l+) Protect itegl L flankn

co 3rd Bn
ifdnffiu r 1 p1;t Co A 712. :"{i' B"

:- Lt't co B 315 ilngr Bn

(1) Place oi* (r) co i-n SLAUGHrER Hotisu

stcuri) ''ot'o(r) 
,\fith-renaincler 

Bn in fv;d *ss;r ir;a indlcated ilrep'-1's to nove t" 
/

i:e;:l Ord.er to prolect Regl L'- rr--^r::,**l-,,in r-iea'i 7.-- (3) Be prepared' tor epel counter*+'t'ta'ck within Hegl Z'

do AT C0]llpAi,ly 1\ _1
eoaTffi?ATDefensestithinReg)-E"''i-iha:re'il"bleATgunsa'cross

S;IAR fiI',l,ltt.
e s cO-B i16TH ENGR BI{ 

assault Bnl provide rai-ne cle a.r?.rlce rffi:t in supr;ort ea

' f o c0 B B1ST Cl'''&-Ell ia ^/-, ' - ,-^- ^-^^^n{- -^nei *.i nn rri e. f-ilAT,T,EP

ffis on call tsn c0rs f rorn preseni rositrcn vic r-ilAr'LEfr-

BAllGHiir ProvicLe "*'Le 
raissions on c;"r11'

8c cA);j;c)i; cc':'i.r:\il! i !--^-- ^fra^nr .rnqi i.i nnq
-d;_a-)+_ ires on call Bn cors frorir prE$eni L.ositions.

$upport: I Pl;;t Co B ?73 TD

Ai&A lLOl:G PillvS HfriliR t'o

3E-4rlffi
Crudg

oFFTCI*L:
-Tnffi ', 1)
J IU lJ.riJfL

Cant, S-3

;f i-
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358th Inf*ntry * Ilisto

STATUS 0f C0l'fll{A}D!
ffi' Bea-lkee Jr. -

:,t, 0ot" Srederick H' Loomis
iviaicr "$illiarn FalveY'
r:aitein Howard $totler
Uo.'iot .4.r'thur L Nichols, Jr
]i{*.Ior Thomas Ca}decott
Lt' Col" $chultz
3{ajor lTillian }T411 ece

M Major James SPlveY
Capt. rTil-liam &. $hiPe

,&TTACHIG}ITS:-*T;:riffie2th Tank Bn
Co. rrBtr, BIst Cml- Bn
co. ngn, ll5th Engr Bn

.'rSLULT i"OnlriTIOII
'ffim:?"m* p-,brep.st - lst Bn

;n1,'irl,lifiTAI, Ii$5}1ffi]:; $rd Ba'tt;il-ione

Lr{s o3'CI}sr3,}$u}E
ffimental . 

f ront generalJ-y-l2oom long"
l.st Bn Ln - c"3lt,riy Ooo ;IE alons-ER,from Frims Rj'ver

2nd Bn I,D _ generally 600m IiE e;;d:ffi joining from the Ist Bn.

i[ni,*]i'i1S 0F ThA H]lS:i'Y qf0"{}{-TCI-38 11'l irRAJilJ 0F

719th Inf Div
+;1-i.;i (o cors & Bn Hq.s)

+[1 il;;i (-r-totsl &egt 
-8,c Bn ]tqs)

irP utg" Bn (1 co.)
21 Yz A*v

125 nest (r co)

.i
$
g

,$

T
I

t{
,*

I
I

+
i

l
I

*
**
*.i

Q n*"**ter 19lr!*

Cmde 0fficer, 358ttr mf '
ExeEutave Officer
tii-iiic-nce officeq (qiaf
oe""-[i6"s officer (s-3)
COr 1st Bn
bc. 0.r lstBn
C0, Znd Bn.
Elc. O.e 2nd Bn
CO, 3rd Bn
Ero 0.1 3rd Bn

' "'swronr
ea;TB1r, ??3S0 Bn

3hl+tb F*4. Bn

on R; 2nd Bn on L.

-,,o protect ri':gi-rnent{?l- Iti-ght flank"

},i.1A,58 LI}IE } A}ID I1'JJ,II.4,L{BJECTIVSTarallel $.ll i$-dpprolt 250 m NE of LD'r

cont*?oit g-iac to rie s 
* 
and several ci $r*bloc ks s

2nd Bnl Straigt--iir." iruru:ing narallel with:RR, joining 19!--Bnrst approx'

250rn [#"o;-t;,- ;;,i.Id-ne fi"ctorius and ieveral cltv blocks'

ll?reObjectiveactueJ.lyincludesa'reaaboutSOmirtpofFhaseLlnel'
THE ?ffiH DfYI$I0lf 0t{ Tm Il0fi}IING

1,55 ArtY Regt (1 tt4')
19 Inf Div.
59 Hest (ueoics)

ri9 engr Bn (1 Co).
668 En3r Bn, GHQ (2 Cors)
Para Tng "nd RePl Bn (I Co)

The Znd Bn junped off on time. The lst Bn, drre to d'iffi-cultf in placing tpts

ras delayed, but finally j*mped oii *iti.ot't theni" At 0E0O lst Bn had 2 corrpanies

prii. 2 t,a::ks across the iric6 *a ir.u encounter*d h**y l::,i:.t,1*"*. By 0900 the

Tfts",,i€re 1n posrtion anC,',u* gid"g p"$Tt slpport in ttOing boxes' Coo ttBtr 6n L

!r-rd .rcrr on Il, zup::orted oy, u*nor]"*i"i'"a throug-h-ifre fortified' eneqy *nd reached

Lhe first Phase line at' 0?Ltu'

--l-o-



DECI-ASSI}'U'i}

\-l ', 3,58th rnrantry - Hist"ffi- 5 December 19li+ (cont)

'ingoff1thetnd'snw*rh*ryeredby!heiro:cposed,e?s1tioIP:.MaJorAfter ium
He1lece cafiea foi u"*6*ning srnoke to cover their actions. ,T[e I+.2- Oral Morters
p*"ta-a tLe screen, and. r:nEer its proteg!|y* cwer, the 2nd fu,pushed-**9"*l .:

,'r"e,.cirg tesistence and neturallaing forttficetions in thej-r pa!h' 'Ihe Bn U{} l
*u* ipfi"*.d of the H.eginenta-l Order that he secure the phase line and coordlnat€ :

,uiirl-illu-i;t B; before resuming the att;ack.

At 1000 hours both asssrlt ba"ttallons were on the first pha.se Line -sndw ere

-.ssAgCIlg" i"t*"--.qqj; ;'F;*. U".pSIr! f orwarrL end used-a.g31nst pill.boxes' ts'nks zupp*rted
the dtackers on strongpointsr tfia'-artttA-a;d{eCk-'frffi prog*Fs}ng- favora,b)-y *nd *}

the casualii*" *ruru raiiay_i+qt!. It. Co1.. Bealke ordered tha"t the 1:ine be secured. 
.

At I2OO hours tstl Co. was comrii-iLted'and" pl;,ced on the left of Co. tt9-", end
at 1300 hours the Ist Bn jumped off, f o}lolved, *" t l-330r kry the 2nd Bn. The two
at,ta-cglng battaltons pusil[A ]huud, infttcting heavy casr:*-ltief *t d losses on the
enelcy+ fn iritu on piilboxes conv'inced m*rqr of the defenders to surrendern

thOO hours found the 1st Battallon on e line hal.f uray to th-e cbjective.^ Here lv1aSo

l,Ticho1se Bn 0Or reported a ga.p betr;,reen his Bn and ihe Znd Bn. The Regimgnta}- CO

ord.ered tha-t tire B-;.tt*ttons sbfi.lre thls line auld tie-tn for the night* The3 rd
Bn ryonld guard the lieglnental- Fl-ank foni.ght. He also in-formed then that tomorrows
operations 'would be just mopping up.

- During the dey the Dirision CG ca:ne to the,CP_ *nd viewed. the situatlon.
E"*rry *"t:Tf"rv *ul hght on the river ,and the lingi.neers mad.e lapid.progress.--P-h?ts

. scouteci the roads near*Oiefflen and then concentra.ted on the $S section of Dillingen.

&iajor f*.lvey, (S-2) reviewed all inforraation gleaned f rop prisoners, ffi$ p.fter t he
process of eva.luiiingr-comp:-I-ed valuable reports for the Reginent *nd for tha
Divisir:n ;-s a v,rhole.

After da-rk, afimunitlon, food and equipment vra.s ferT ied" a cross the river to
t]:e rria:ting suplly cre$rs. fhe har:d-ca"rrying p;rties took up -bhe le*d from there
and re-su-,:plir:d the Ba.tta-1j.ons.

irTight founcL the .;ssnult Bns through the clefensive rrng of pillbores th;.t
protected Dillingen.r End in possession of approximatel-rr f3 cit1. blocks..- *turyf
infiltration, hcr.r=rever, cs3seh some co.rrupanles to rretrpcesieps and'oeat them off'

I Authoriry USnnffiOn
, a/W- NARA oate l2JQ
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:5Stir rnrantrY - m"tff -
:i '$he}Ilng was llght on tho r i"iiri=il"*-"*upo;na**aro*fiJiiloI *o"re% the sane ae't'tr'e prqqieuc dry' Before daw

iiiil-t*t*ir s.:pplies v,*resafel' acrlss' 
-* -_!_ *r ,.. ..-.- -.,

rhe assault &rs eontiyued, to flush oy!, houses end b-?sement$. FlashlLghts were

coLlectad frrm the rear eLements t; u:a tnfs testt. 
-Ma4r 

Ger:aallsweref aua'd hi'ding

il-a;;k-hoie*,uurr*ath houees andb crrrs' ' r-

At 1300 hours the 2nd Bettalion moved forw*rd and seeur€d e new Ilne. when

the l-ine was s ecured the lst a" u*.t"s 
-ao [U1 up !9 join the. 2nd. Bn' Thts molre

**s m&.de .vritho,t*i.Ii-ti""";;a ;;i#a iire battel-ions rftore bLock* *nd 2o hore Pfr[rg'

Discussions wer€ under way to reorgani-re-the Bettalionss using men {"ro1
mor.bar p3-atoonSr"At;i:ilr"*-*h rn rlq git:." 8n 00ts protosted and gave t'heir
vie.w*r The men fddtfr*su pfo*nrrs lruruld be sent to * school in^tho rear and $iveR
u.i***u*kcorrrsl*""r**t,F***cticsandthenbeasslgned.torif1ecomparries

Divislon informed the &eginent that, its quota 1n the future {o" Vt would be

auout*ini:;;.;th-oi it* pr*"EC q:ota. $egtqPnt had used a tremendcvu's amount

;i-{hi-; b rptostve during ihe Saa.r Qper*tion thus far'

D*ri-ng t,he elearirlg oper*.tions 10h ctuillans were rourr.ded up and put into" a

baserrent for protectionl }o*e were old people who Just -*iouldntt move trrom their
homes.

&t midrright all tsettal-ions reported the situation as guiet.

356th Infantry - Hi-story - 17 Decejnber 19hh
ross |he riverryent smoothll,. @ QoTP.

sf:ellinif f6ff".r.lt * river, but oCy i-nf'requently. a3 0930 the 1st Bn and t'he

;rd il;"ported ihat all was qulet "in theii sectbrs, but !h9 2nd Bnreporbed
vehicul-p.r movemebt at a cross-ro;d- on the nortl:ern edge of t*1' Artiller'v qas

ffi;H;;;ry-piacedr md the movement c eased. Tire enemy droppecl shells in tYbll-er-
i*g"r, thai sr,epi ip tire main street. No casualtiess hovrever, lqere reported"

The TD outfit reported the loss of four TOts. Trso"!''rere hit b;r ar"tilleryi one

,r, o.r"r a nine ancl" the.fourbh had mechentcal fal1ure"

" The Corrnano"ing General of the Divislon and the G-3 direc-i:erl Lt. Co1. Bealke

io make s c;;.utious attack tomorrotr, p:r1 to shy anay from the.:{-ver a"nc1 the factory
are&o ltro aggr.essive act.,og in irrose quarters"wr.srrar.ted until r'he 5th Div cane

abreast. .r1ith thrs-r""ur."E in,nina. ii.," ti"ei*"nt issued Pl$ /f5'* f9OO. I'trrief
,'he orcler sta"ied bhat ure 2nd Bn"-;;ili-'ine 3SgtTr rnf, would att-ack s.t 18o80o Dec *.nd

conrplete r,he caotrr:.:e of ihe to..,"rr'of-Di11ing6r.l f"su ihe Sbeet iin}l" 35?th would
't--e on i:he Lr ur"i-ILu Z"a-e" ji8 *oufa be oi tire R, Tl-re Ist ';nC' 3rd Bns would be

;;";;.;A to'reriu"e ',,he present positions of ttre Znd Bn'

The llegi-meniwas. ordered tr:f u.r.rrish one officer *nd four i'l0Ots to qssist in
fhe rnstzuct:-on of recruits at iheDiv:-s:-on Train*rng Camp.- Dqrkness anrt' the l-ack

oi shelling nr,d-e Nhe ferrring of {..o!l-ies, iliis night, a fast rnovirg opera"t'ion,

*nc1 bv rn:idnight re-suppJ-y lvas ne;rl;r complete"

*,-i';*

io"""*u*r l9lrl+
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35}ttt fnfantry - :{isi;orY -

I'he 90th Infantry Division \q&.s la d.tre need. of reinforeementgat this time and.. sta6;e of-,'Lhe caatpalgn. fhe 358tln Infantry lvas fi.ght-ing in the streets of Dilllugen, *.ermany, in ihe siegfried.-r,i.ne.ifter several_p1ans had been drafted. at, Dlvlsioa Ilead.quarters, Major
General Van ri'Ieetr i;heu 13r16dad.1er General, directed tirat all'three
Segluental Cennon Companies and. the Battallon ;rnti-tank Flatoons be
disbanded, and persolneI sent to an alreaciy set-up fnfantry Training*chool in-Lhe rear lJivision arreas. Jtlghting.r,'ras io Jevere and. bltter-
eont,ested. by the e&eey that ttre Bati;allon0o:runanclers had alreairy em-
FloS"sd their drivers and. Liiilitary }olice Detae&-nents in th.e ].lire asrifleuren

Captain Charles E, iJise, Cannon. Company Comr,iander, Eras g;iven \
colu:and. of Gompany trI{tr, a heavy ,;r-eaporls cotnpany, and his rren were
d.lstritriited. throughout ihe iieglaent as f ront line t?cloughboysr?. i'i'ofiner tribute could. be nrad.e to the Cannoa Company than to say that
ihey ttsabeil the daytt on nu&erous oceaglons r.,,,"hen ltts fire halted
ni-ulel'ous enemy COunter-attaoks. Cannon Company io'f€rs alurayS I'ead;r f,,g
fil'e for the front-llne corlpeinies.

ffi
1S }ecember 191*l*

(pase * t )

I

:

I

i''n""1*"ffi'fr'[&o ffi
*t ,{W NARApatetdQ i:,,1,.
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358th Inf entrn - sistor# 1li !r:,.rrnl , r" 1g,,.).

During the night the 90th Diirislon was alerted by Corcs for i. possihl-e
paratr,",op ittack. All Bettalions were noti-fied. This was- the resblt of the
mea,ger news infiltreting dorryn fmm the north. It r,;as lc:own 'bhat enerry pare-
iroopere had. J-anded to our north, n*d due to cansiderable air 'bti-oiryr-it lvas '11,

presunred thp"t some might irave Landed ln our immediate vicinity,
At .0700 aJ-l B:,.tt;r]-ions rrere prepared to take mtron ordered" in Fb{ ff$, a.ncl at

0Eo0 the 8nd Battalion, sots ttFtl bn L end nGrl on Er junped off* Directly..after
the iurp off, Idajor wallace ordered eJ'Ia rtl}"lery in hls sector 1i-f ted. She Batt-
alion moved forward cautiously and searched-every'house, At 0900 the Battalion uas
instruct,ed not to ha].t on the-Ist phase l-ine because 35?rs ItKtt ancl trlrr conpe.rd-es
rrere already on thej-r objective. At 0905 the 2nc1 Battalion 'was on its wqt to phase
l::-.ne 25 *nd" at 1l+00 v*as on the objective. 359 ts 3rd Ba.ttalion now tied.-in dth
Jl8ts 2nd Battalion and a contact point lyes established. At 1900 e small eneilLv
f o::ce wa.s ryotted at the contact pbit t and was quickiy dispersed b1r grenades. " The
2nd Battalion rece:-ved no casualt:i-es during the dal's operi;.t;-on. It did, hovrever,
talre ei-_1ht prisoners, The Battal-ion noqr a-I,raj-ted fbr firrther orders*

At 2330 the Regimentrf. $*3 j.ssu.ed the ii,egiment.al FO #28, virich b:riefed, is as
followst

35ETH Il{}'.trt{'i}tr COi\TIhUir$ THE ATI( IiIITHI}{ Z OIi D*DAY }{-H0[IR ?0
CCI,ffI-i'trE CAPTUP.E OF DItrI,SNSEIii FACTOH| AKEA AND $EIM OBJ AS INDICATED.
ES?AtstISr{ A},} i,iAIhTAIt{ C0}qTAC? }'$lTii 11T}I I},rT' T&mN T?{AT r.'NfT C0I.ffiS
ABH::A$T. BIi p;il?ARBD mll SlrFifrma Onuli.:S T0 N.E. ON 0R31trR.

During lhe day rrine TDts prere.in operal;ion and-. ttre. 10th one v{es takenc crossn
Cne TD rvldchl'as stuclt,in the mrd w-i-s stttt able io J.end srqryor*ing fire, The
f erry oner;ted u3f,e-;r d ark vrithout an;r har*ssoorrtr Supll-ies viere t, aken over and '

priscners and ,i,puncied nete brought be.cko

jl;t,h rni'anfry _-, l:isic{y - l-9 Uecernber 19i+,1+

3*3 ordered the liegirrrent to dest,ro;r an;rbhing ,i.cross lhe S;;a.r tl'ra"t could
be of aqv possible use to tb* enerqr in the srent tft::ttheyr sh:uld :-nfil+,ra.te
i:,.,c.1; or cor.e b;ck" l-ie rlso orderetl. th:;t al 1 non-essentill vohicles J:e r-etrrrned
to iiiis s::-,:le of the i-.rer"

. fr-:in3 t,he da.",, Bl;ttal:-ons sent out p:,t::o-',-:1 ruo de-*,ernl:no the ener-nr strength
:ni'di,si,.osrt:on to the H,egl-menta1 fron',, but u1: to ,;ld-r1n:gi:,1, no reports had been
.ir-:tr:ived, Iire; Bitt::1i-or:s remained in thei-r d-efens:-.,i-e rosi-'l,ions ;,nci conti-nr:ed, tc
c1.. rt.];:-,:t-r aie:,S. ii,,,r:.ssing arti-t-l , Ilrr,-S l.ecq:Llra.c] ,l-l -t.,.r: b'Jt,rp] :,inisol.it-
,..C'1. C;,SeSi'.-l',.; l,:c Si:ellln; heavy.

All urrl'i,s .,.1;vs 
',;1-i,rt,r"d to be e sreci.al-I.-r. r:a+,chful for lei::..rns il-r'essed l.s

i::r.ii'ic;n sl:l-die'rs ur i;o ine rmk of i,lajor ::r,l r-ir:rri-nii il'r*rica.n jeeps. These
Ggi:inirns hlrd ccirplete :.r-le:rti-ficat:on on 'bhen, inciuding dog tegsl

-21-
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a' Hq, 358th Inf
182100 Dec hh

Fa#28
'.nnn I trl r /nr/nan 

li

Mapr: Germarry G$GS hl].l+ l/ZiCr'o
Spec lulap 1/125OO
?ovar P1-an of }illingen 

:

1' A. Issued separa.telvr
E. (i) :iX *ifi" ry,i8.Dec to cor"r.ro1-.:te breach Seifgried Line and selze

(Z) 95th Inf Div with 378th Inf in the a.ssault comtinues e>pa:rsion :

of Ensdorf brhd* '-----(:0 
Strr .rnf Div conpi-eting relief of elemen.Ls of gfth Inf Div in ' 

:l
$aarlautern-RoO.en*Fraulaut,ern area night 17-18 Dec. Atk l,trE 18 flecetrber rn*king ':

maln effo:"t on the 1eft. '

(h) 3rA Cav GP reinforced continues protecti-on of Corps N Flank
i{ of Saar. Fyspsre for execution of simillar rai-ssj-on E of $aar ftLver'

.:(5) l(I X Tac su-o,:oris attacks of the XX Coros.
(6)90thDivconti.nuesatkatH*HourD.Dayvrithinf,nakingmain

e-ffort on lii3ht-$. Contirma.i:-on of atk will contingent rrpon seizure of llth Inf
Obj on Pntns Hiver.

2. 358th Inf.
F,ffiffGl- llo cha:rgeo
&r Continues atk-lathin Z on D-Day H-Hour to coqolete capture of Dillj-ngen..

i;:ctory adat, a-nr1 seize obj a-s ind.icated, ,

b* Estahlish and maintain contact with l1ih Inf . -','i"len ihat unlt eome$
abreast.

cr Be prep.:,.red for further orders to NE on ord-er.

J o ff.r lsi Brt'ualion
ffiA?ililf, s s-*N,,o-c ha.nge .
(1) Conti-rues atlc on D*Da;, H-Hour to conloleLe ncp-up

Fa.ctory- ;irea 'Fn-thin Z lndica.ted on overlay. ," {Z} },lstabl:-sh ancl rru;intair:, contact vrith -l-l.il-t Inf ,iren
cortes abrea,st.

(:) .ual'b on PL I to reverL to Reg::nenial Res
b. 2nd BrttrJi-on

ffiffiffi*IE-ch:flger
(1) Contimres atk on D-Dayr H-ltour io sedr:re ;"dditic'nal ':o:"ti-on of

Di- ll in;en indic:,ied on ovtrl:J'.
(2) iialt rn'f reorg on ?L 1
(3) Contimre attack on -Iieg1 Order to ca;rtur:e Sportpla"tz "r:rd secure

high drd io i',i E.
(11) Lsta.blish ;nd mp.i-nta:n con"iact wi'br: 3rd tsn on Ro

$) Be r:rep:;red io continue a.tk to lti E on P'egl Orcl-er.
co 3rcl Battalion

iilffi3nr,:.i;hinZorrkeg1Q1"{:..I9r'e1ier,-ln'e].et,,len.,SofCollBtr
bet',:een Ch lrts 7?- :"nJ bL'.. iLif Dj--Llln3en Totni P1an"

(2) iitlc D-D;r;r, !{-ilouruoop"ing up po.';ion of Dil-l-in3en }':ctorTr s.rea,
i-iidic,.i'"eC on o-rrI!.j.'

(3) jla-l-t, ,..n.i reorg ori PL I
()l) Con-crmr.e ;Lk lriihin Z -1nd-ir-:;:ted- .ro cormle le: r:loil-u'-o of f;ctory are"1

:;.cci rec'{lz'e por-Lr-oir of l*.91 Obj indic;'i,ed"
(_;) Prior" .Lo r' ,:, chj-n; IL I 'ls.lt:bllsl.l ,:nri :il::,i-n'rr'-:-n ccnt,ci ',lli,ir ls.', Bn

-th',,;:e.:,,f-tr.;:: i:cai;^ct'.r1-t::tlti',,s of 5:-h Dv'
l

_ l-!-'r*

of Dilli.ngen

th;,t t',:rit

I
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I'0 #28 (eont)
' d. Carrnon Co.

ffiAt.mffinue close\,r,,(2) Be PrePared to
suSport r,rithin P,egl Z of action"

DECLASSl-8 -iji, .al

ffi
Au&oriry NXnnrun r#+

B/iU- NARADatel2F , '

:l

,)
supporb on cs,lI of Bn ilOrs froro present positions' .,
cross Saar River on ftegl Order, io proiribe close: 

''i

ple.t to far side of t{r'eroiplat to su-oporb each assanlt,Bn*
*: tfire plsrt to each Bn 'for raine cleara"nce

or Anti*'li"qk Co.
(1,)'jl'o'l; r-'ri.ilr'.:nl-n/j
(zi Place one (1) aT
(:) Atch one (t) sq

and rernova.l-.
f " Co. B 3lith &rgr Bn;"' ffi each Bn for dernol*"tion end assaul-t of P B

fortifications.
g" Co a.7l-2th Tk Bn

ffi mission vrti:h one (L) pL*.t mtr in suppari ea.ch Bn"

h, Co. B 773 TD Bn;- 
Se$fl111 nrission wrth one (1) pl-at in supporb each Bn.

i. Co. B.Sfst CmI Bn
. ;" ffi E sid.e of saar Rlver. Cross sa:',r Eiver on Regl-

ortler, and provide support on call Bn Cmdrs"
io Field Arbi11eryE ffip{Ts SrJiEE FA Bn

cr;." =,nr"#'.lrH:3 I3::3"iX??.3'-3:-":*,.,$l r*u*.
x, (f ) pB ts lnot rreeded for oyrn occllpancy ,r,d11 be -rent-lered 

unusable as

frahting 6onfoari**nt brv ,Lernolj-tion, bI rveldrng and/or bulldozrng.
- (2) Ctl civiti*:rs l,vj-l). be inpounded'

h. iilo changer .

q, &r S0I - 01-32
6o OPs - lio el::.nge

nx Sig Coli - see ocns overlry
q;i tT.Iril
CT{DO

OFFIC-i-"J,:
STOIL]ffi
Caot,. S-3

* (--

-21-3-

I

.,i;.,
F*

I



:,l[*"n Inf an r.ry - ristorffi

DECLASSI} "UlJ

Authoriry blh,bnEOn
NARAoatel2lQ

* 
zo Decen:sr rgru

it,..Col. -,llea].ke coni-erreci rr:-ih'L;he Division CG ;,-L Division Heed,quarters, *".:d
ordereci his Siaff *:rd'rhe Bi;-ttafion C0rs to meet him at the 3rd Batt,a-lion CP u'hen
i:e returnedn Captai-n Steckla, Itegi-menial. S-1 ordered all Hepdquarte::s Fersonnel
a-cross the river, except, ihe I & R Platmn and the $witehi:,oard operators to be re-
tr-r::ned at oncen Co, trBtl, 81st, Clnt llorta.rs wa.s ordered to fire WfF on the $teel
iiill in Ditlingen and burn it do-,:n. Captain Simsl 315th Engineers, Trtras ordered to
conpletely ctestroy or render unusable a.ll forti-ficai;ions 1n Dillingen. Bn S-1ts
and Captai-n P"vesp Hq Co. COe 'l11srs noiified ihr.t they wr:u]-d go on a reconn*j-ssarlce

r ^ ar^^at 0U00 in the morni-ng rrith Lt. Col. Loomi"sl lieglmental Ex. 0. to flnd nsr 1oe*.tions
for Hegim*:ntal and Ba.tta1lon ar€&,$c The locations 'rere to be on the lYest side of -

the $aaru Satt*lions i ere further noiified to m*ke no further plans ffiacti-on, xnd
a.i 2i100 hours the F.eginental Field lvlessai;e #Ir r',"hich folIows, ,,v as issuedr

358tn rrur'
2o23oo DIiC &l+

I'rr,],D i.LlSSAGll I,iO. 1

li?n ts:r.tTti.IO,t*;- 
-T-s,---J"*eilffiIes in Pachten afterdark 20 Dec. to cross Saa"r by foct-bridge or

f erry it site ttfilt fs]l6i,ri ng 1st Ba.ttalion, 357tU fnf encl ntoves by ru rching in
lil1) erf an;en.

b" Ouiposts west bank of Saar Rivervr:-th:-n Z in&icated by 1700, Zl- Dec )+L
f.runTil leliev.d by elements of '"he. 95tlr Inf Div.
cr iliove on &egimen-Lal Orderr to occu;:rr a,sserbl-1r a:rea in Guisingen $rith

::ejii.:-ndr:r Bn.
I $ I 3A'tTAlIOl';
i-*il*-TffitT"l'es lv:"thd.v;-,.ra1, ].ess cover:-ng sheIl, .:"t 2l-l-900 crossing .Saar River
by*foot-br:-cige and./or a.ssau}t boat at si+Jc rrBrt fol]-olv:-ng 3rd Bn 359* Inf, .pnd
2nd lln J5S'"h Irrf .

b. :lssernble Bn rn R.p"rnnelf;rrgen morring alcng route indica"tedc
zi,r 3$ITAj,iOli* 

a" 
*BnTeG 

cov.rr.ing sheII, in1ti,..tes l.ai-thdra..;e,1 a.t, 211-9OO crossang Saar
ilj-?rr by foot-bri-dge mdfor +-ss;plt boa'b ai, sit,e fiBtrr fo11or,;:r-ng 3rcl lln 359* Inf .

bo Assernble En in lhn, nlovlng along rcute inclicaied.
Lr\,Vr:,lt,i\ J )i i-!i,.L
-n-*1**T6,E-EEd Bns i',;-iil, l-e;ve a covei:jr-ng si:ell of oner (1) reinf, ri.ile colrTpcltr
enfl;,cr-:C along iht linc j-n,jic'r.ecl" on ol,.,rl-a.v. $trength of sefirritlr deis. to
ccver uiithCra-wal :nto shel-l wj 11 be , s rieterrrr.i ned b."" Bn Cmdr.

L a1.-^1 . ."i'1 -1up ;lr-Lcr-L *-lrr init:-;"te lriil clra:,val :;.i; 2ZOltOO, corqrleting ;issault boat
cr6ssi-n;; a.t site rtFtt ,"t 220600"

..-9,:_..1:i.g:,,!,ldecobi rs designai,ed as 0fficer in Comnand of Regtttl Shell--
r,-r )'w-BL]rILltll.lU UD

X,j{irqlln activ:ty i,;jj_l be :;a1_trLiinej J-r7 p;trols
j;iaximu:n Cestructlon of enersr insi;.1-l rt:r-cns (to\/: / ill&llrurl r-lgDvAUUU-i!/ii lrl t;IlElilo\' lllDU#-r-JAUiUTID \ uU

effected prior to ;:-t:d dr-lnng ,."*:-Nhdr;r,af. . Destruotion
:-n j,he follor"d-ng priority: +
a-Overp;.sses * Un.:icrp;:sse;. b-Loconoii-..es. c-Pillboxes. d-ComnLinica-tions,
e-Ir:ductrial Ecpriprnent,. f*Sup21ies ;ni. rolllng siock. g-Ouery buil-ding rnd d','relling
to }r :';,.zed. (Burn to the groirnd")

(j) Order of rcithdra,r;l3
ffi1kof a.rmor.\- /(Z) 20-21 Decl i{ireeled 'r,rans.(1-ess essenti,,',} n:-irnircum), One Bn ea Ee3t,\'-l

i:,e3t Ci] ;rjf , T;cces:r s 1-1,Dil1 ies, U .S o Deado
(l) ZL*ZZ Dect :ll-1 renajni-n5, inc1. .lngr *quip orrH, 1n 1.19 f91!oi,ving 91dert

e--:.ej'rr;,j.r;-ri r J -r.,lor ,..n:1. ' heel-ecl ira:-isi " b-Bu.l-k of Trs * c-Shel1 ,
6.-iin I :: e,,uj--:rj€:]:t,o

l-- rLrLL lr-fr
cincil

and fire unti-l- 211900.
incl"uci.e civiti;'n) urll be

:nC clerrrol.tt:-c,n i.j-Il- nroceed

C.. i:'i{.1J.,',], r
r I '1. n_i ,'.1 A tJ \ IL.rl1,, J--)
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o***mber 19ld+ ]
across the $aer and closed-in in jJ[aILi':r*

fn the morni-ng the B;,.ttalion moved by motor

*.*ffi-358tn Infantry

Blr 0200 the Jrd Bn had withdrarmn
fangen"for the balance of the night.
to the vieinity of 0berll*berg*

ihr"i^'i rrr||,ha d;y lnost of 'L,ire vehicles 'r,','Ore1'r j..thdravnr acrcss the riirl:f. l]ttnost
cal.e.., ;;s t;-ken to -conce;;1.} 

;11 movemenl,s" B;ttaiions rirolls c.qutiotred to keep a,rnirs*
irnun cf pa1,ro-1-1ing j,n pio3re:s :,ncl a minirnirm a:rnonnt of vehicles v'orlcing* 0r.r1ing
'Lhe i:rornl-ng ltalleJfil:tgen vr;rs shellecl-, i:u-t no ca"sual'Lies i,,ere incurred". At the
s;+rfle tine thc: enel)r broacicr,.st thror:gli ).ou"d speakers;, propaganda in i:he sarae vein
s usup*L

At 1?00 the 2rrcl Ra1,i.iil-ionb egl-n j-is ,,',rthdr:;Iirir1r.cro s ihc f oot*bridge, a-nd
"i;fur: lst B.r,'ct,*1:-on l.Jes.'erd-\r 1,6 f6ll c,rr. At 20115 alt thi:.t nrmained of these
ll:,.bta1:-ons recros$ thc river l',;ere lheir col/y4n6,shells, These shells v,rou'l d l"ith-
4rr,r, t 0u0O :-nd cross r,h': r:-v;r i-n Fss ,u-l-t l'o"r.ts"

Tho s ecrecjr surrounding tl:e "r,iithc1rai,v,r-ls .r:rd the v'rorkabjlity of the iT j-thdr.t"wsl
DJ-;1rs, u,l.cie the" rnovement p, eorlrner:.cln.1:1e one" iJidnight, found the l-st Batt;.Iion i-n
St,. Bp.rtb;,r"a arrd- Gui-sengen l.nd the 2nd Bn in lliff . 'lhe-v r$ere aler-bed, to move at
OBOO in r,he inorn:-ng to re]-i-r:ve the )i3rd CaI, a.ncl tal<e over th,eir defensive positi-ons'
The ert:-re i',r-tiiclr;l'ra,J '',...*-s er.:rrt}1r execr.ted +nci .j.t drew no fire wi:e.tsoov€rr

_":6:!__ry,,nr: r),r : ]ii, i',ory - 22 lJeceraber 19liL

The 35lth lrf Hi:gi-nen-i; j-ssued its F0 IIo. 2prl,rhich o::tiered 1,he bnttalions at:d
Separ:a.te Cc;,rp;ur:-es No effr,ct l,hererL.ief of elcinents of l;h.- ir3rd Cav and 3rd Ce"v ::-n
i;tr ir sec;ors b). O308OO Dec 19fu1+" It furthcr ord.ered thc org;rn-i-zat:i-on of d-efenses
irr e:ch;,ssi-gr:ed. sactor arlcl'i;ha.t, contact at l-irui-ting 1:ornLs be mainbained lrith the
l:.r1 U;-v. Atia,ched to i;he irir:ginent liere: Cg. *, TLZNrn Tk Bn; Co. B; Etst Cm1 I3n;
0o. ts j15bh i,,:ed" Bn; ;r.nd a Co of r,he 773 TD rrnn

Capt;,in I{r:3o r';,'r s, the Re3t Flq Co. C0 r,,,'^s jnstmcLerl. to rto'.'c the tlegtLnente.I
CF"L,o Rerlel-Jng, F::;,r:1ce, ai;0800. ffuis::r.re;- h:.c1 p::eviousl). been recoruroiriered"

r\L OIIOO hor;r:s Co A; i,he Ir:t i1ir.t1s1i,,n S1:e1-I, rejoinr,:d- the B:t'Litlione *nd shortl1.
lf'ber tl:e B;rttaJ:on entnrcked and moved io the vicini by of Leunsd"orf ; l'ralce, trhere
t,helr b,3srrao Jlhe; iteglr:rental Eese-rwe. ri''l 0830, ihe Jrd llabt.;i-"l,ion left iia,rnmelfa.ngen
bir tp:.ck .".nd" detmcked at h'aldrrisse at 1130. Following a reconn&1ssa"nce1._troops
tool< up pos:-tions with a MLH, nrnnlng through rrellingenpBudingen and an OPJ.rfi, along
the rivarts edge. The Ba.tta1ion CP was establisit::r] i-n F1."i,ten. The ivilil rra-s in
Germany and fhe Br.i;'t,alion CP vras in Frencen Co E, the 2nd B:rttalion Shel1, i'e*
joined blie Ba.ttaj-ion at 0600. The B:rttalion moved, b;r tnrck:".t ll-OO to the vic:-nib4,
of Launsdorf, fraince, rrhere ;l- r e!-j' CP wa.s e s'br'b-l-ished"r r-i-tcl- --l-lr';et" es'r'':lbLished a forr":-
v;;.r,-i CP:-n,tehin3en. The Ini,etligence Section j-t:mrdir"tely set' u! a.rt OP and the
Compn.nies este.blj-shed;lnC ma:-nta.j-ned ou-i:pos|so selief of the Oav' units 1'{il,s effcct*
r-:,1 , .:l:ou; inc:i.Jr'I'to

l;i:inr i,\r:ri e, Ci\0; ,r.ssj stecl brr the il,eglmenL;r.1 I',[,rs r:nd- fun-ij-sheC rrrj-th trLrcks,
begln {,j16 r.rce$sone ta"sk 6f s.r;3sr1;,ling ihr: civ::-l-j-r"ns froin l:he CP to';';-ns. hi hi"s
cr.;1bl e ir:rrci.s, hor.evt:r, thj,g rrl-ssion oroceeded in i" ','Lali ord.ered f :tsltion"

.r"l 2100 lor-i-,:s llr,'ision '-i-l ,.i:s j-niorric,cl, tn:1, ttte errr',j-::e Hcgil:eni had closed in.

-?_)-



PEctasstl'.ttrtr

"",@,"ry1

il 2J Decer'.r:er uJ++--i"to')m
l5B rnf ',niry - I1 

lans of it's defense
f,he entrr.e tsegimentaJ. a,rea had been rycgr':ngiiered 

-,arrd the p

rvere drav,nr up. Troops {q.nosft{Ji*'ni "iSateglc 
points 11 t}e froaen gestnd.'

A & f grou.,s pfa*na he*otltion *fr*t*"; #.UrtO$e'*nA lq'u obstacles' &oad'blosks

were ,ort i-nto positj-on and et ryienfiautoor*. uI *p.- PatroL routes 'and OF Sit*s"'
-,,rere chosen and"este-blished. wr1ii-"it'r;-P;oi'.u'i" ptguregs,G-e,nera] Van-Sea!'r ttre

Division cono',r*r'ali;-;;6;;;*a {ii*-*'*il. 1.3'- I"q}::T:.tt3il1:d t'oors a:td ha*}F.

i,-rld. fort:-ficatioirs r,rere du3 throughout the Regirenta-L secr'or'

hirins ihe da;'r the ar Plat'oonsrv e5e:;ef3ry:d,1*l i*:",T:i-:* g:P*:":}{
; I*p;, ii*yea *ui.re to the edJasent

comprisecl {hu*.- tirg Reg:-meni+I 0?Y.*!: ?:p*:::- -nmra*.a-rrr }*rr.r.nnerr*r*r- Nj-rrht1,iffi5i""$n1"il;rr,;li,[!-ifiii":n-ts .',,6, to'being co;,roieteiv buftoned-up. Ni-ght
3 --r^'^^^ :.1 ^,*^h isie fn ncn*-t:ra

Htlii*r'i::-THH'ii"'a*i*:-t[*; r;iry1 :ill:-'^*T: :t.:,:,*1*"" w&s to e&ptur€,,4

#{il;;}.'"-fo;fifi;"-}1 ;;trs '-"*port'ed their 'areas as qulet'

-,il'_lr lrrf rr,;.n- - :t:sitc{- ?r le".Jtgl-;ryl'![

Thl-s vras Christnras Erre, ancl the Reginrent found t'he situa'tion fairly quiete:

but its vigilalce r,"ras not let dovrnr ;, ,

Drring the niShi el]e]ry planes-flew^.over tf,1e rea, and the 0Pts dtrly reported

nurnerous flares. Surther t*po'tf"fil* Of ii apa palSois'. gd;rrrformartion received

frorn G-1, indicated,-i,rat the- areily-."{f.Ety.4o"l the entlrefront had increased'

sl1 Batta]:r.rs ,rJil *fL""t.I *"a 
'ei"I"-thL"" inf orilation. The 3irl+th FA reported that

'Lhe), 'urere l,ait:-n;; ''itn one hrnd' 6n the larnyerdo

Durirr; ihe d:;r the troops,continucd on 'Jreir digg:*g operationso Patrols to

contact +-Cjacent ...7ri.,u-r,** i"it;;;;J. n* f=t'g*it;iioi-r.-the Regimental Besr' T'as

fr-rnishcd entertr,i-ni,,"rrt ir-, *,he form of a Red Cross Clul:moblle' Kitchens noved

florvra-rd ;rrd. once agai-n the i,roop;-;";; served' to{ mbats* Church services were held

rn each B,tt;r.l-ion lnd ai tJre ftegL""l*f-Cf. Conpa:ry rrErrr$ farthers outfyst reeeived

s5ir;ni2zzo,.orr.tnod.amagelvasre9o:tedo...ii,',..:.

;15_8th Trqantrrl -:ij.itsry -
Chz:stna.s Da'y * found- h-eavilv attended church

.,. :re;I lrev Engl,l-n& turt<ey DLrrner i** =u"oud' and to

"*t"i-*a 
out--[ot.

' rnl I25 .llecel'ln :r r)il,'f

services ihroughout the Iiegiment'
those on ou'tPost dutY, it was

The Sood r'{il} to li4bn Spint',','as bli"ghted $hen a 3rd Battatrion jeep was

s.Lrrfr:d b;., ;.,-n enen.r plang-. Ofe .enfisted"man ''*'1".r-s,vound.edo E:ch Battallon sent

an enlis-bed man "rir;t. 
ihe Divi,Iii"-curi" nJtitions officer a.t Division, r'ritir

r,l-ri,: vielr of be:-rg iul,ervie'red' b;' tf'u p'"s" on the happenings across the $a;;'r*

-?^a' :s i *'h i rr'rro \1ere s et up in nt';11y a roo"[ afld
Chr:-sirnp.s Trees, w :-t'h i'":c ro-'rised trirnmings

r: r.n b)" :,rcn vrho just'ir-ou.ldntt let l-rror"ltad-Ition Iax' Packa'€s 
"! 

ere brought

to li;;ht, "tnd" ior a splii s econdl frotnJ-in"-brought **"o"s the iea* AIJ consideredr

-,ire C,i-' p"ssecl f r:rt;- -i-tieto
ol.

I
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)n or o"..#"'":-ffi' *u'-*-*35BLh lnf anlry -

The night passed quielIry r'rith bhe exceptic iposts. ,Itrroughout
o}e.nes. Alert oPts and p*.troIs sco"t*d, 'the ivood.s and }onel}r oul

irr*.*.*y the 3;.d. ilnitr:-ioi-"i"uro5[";;rtr;;i i,1iirffi fi;;:".rhe'fire5 hoi'nrever' caused

nc d.p:nage orrer ;i;;;;;;,ssroent,"* 
---'irru rna na*r*i-on received rep)-beement's ar:d

r{ere gr-lren the #rrtJii6"ii tatce ::ot sholre-rs at Halst::off . During the day recrea-

!16y1 1i?,s furnished ther: b-r tfru di6, ii.-A"ftul, in the form of B;sebal-l Top-notchers

a-nd a}so moiries a

PEcLessuur.u

In ih* Corq-ran-r" rrplt 56sfsr s.n ArLillery O!99r1er jeep was *nbI"l:d. The arabush
lrarl " Ihe r:a-rtt'In "Ln* Uorqren-l- "{!" ssuuYl-:*' er e!r&v'd' 

vrorrndedo lhe pa-rQt
nort--,'**rrou."*q rI"-*" one ar-tar:,e11-'oT,^:":-**:*'^::* ,f!"Xffi 

to rhe Coiq:arv 'rgrl:#f;.ff3.;ff.:i5"nel3?e'l"d;.;'.{i*^ifF:r*-:*:;,:::;ffu.1:*1.":i'i#'J3;;t-,ffi;.#3.'ffi;";S#tf"i'n.irir-ir** immedi-,fety oq+n:zed to search out the erlemfl*

ihey tratO. made goo{ theta escaperhovreY*re

<1 ltegimental Defenses':'o l:Y. fi${-:=::.l}S1:u.::u.ffi*=ffin*o'
,*,.JllS ;:i:H:'*"ffi"":':Ef iff?;;;ii;:,*t.i{;;*::::.#:.,l}fi-:-'s end outposts
r:um.rrrl-is p::uaurD, ]"1i,I"".",1i7-n-Yn";-- s5 ho-,.rever sliEhi.,r*iri-ia* 'xep-raerr-re1 CP iiifor'::ied of all acirrr:'-tie

':i'iidly s ePerat'eci rtort' i'r
nent e4;cri.enced nore enelilY

ov.rr th-L flegimenial Sector'

22 December lg)+]_l

Dur'ng the day the Regi-
I,.{an;' sflsfi1Y Pla.nes oPerated

an orderr through channelsr was received b)' thd liegim-l!* con'unander from the

Arnry Cornmar:ding d*rruiuf. ft unair--il leep-tr'e Cbrn'ans o;cupied' so that none of them

lnould nu.ll. out #";"r;;::t the 
""unx' 

{o tL* north'

.$a"rl.r in the even-Lng tne Battali-ons wers 'elerted I'rren 359th Infantry reported

a snatL enemy paircl i:eaaiis-t"*r.rJ-in*.3;s;; Ir;;;: .!r lst Batta-]-lon rva's ordered

rr. o1^,r:r11.i ze an assrrutrt pfnt,iot to atiack , i'iffoox at 0100 28 Decenber' -r'rith the
uu v! - {rar-

t,rr-ssion of tal;ir-ng prisor,.er=. Before tir" "i:,Jrt darl<ness-the leaders lvere flo'rrn over

in: piilbox area-iio ramiliarize thein -,dth tlie tcrra-i-n overwiric"r tht:y would ::'ti'aclt'
r ,-.1 -+^nn sf the 2nci ll:Lttalion -,"i-as to advance 6lt 2l-100 hours a.nc1 secure a LD fcr
.l lJl -uJUrt
i,'e ati-,icrni"*";i"io;r. The line rfas iiscured,',-;u-b the platocn slrrprl-sed a:r eneqy

. 
',:.tro1 

and fir,:d r-rnon them. '[te eneqly pai"oi fled, l:ru-t the i'iring 
"i":rrned 

the r:ili-
box that {n" m"*ibn " 

"',o*t* th::re* C'""i-q"-"tiy' lntt*n the 1st il:r'italion pairol

a-r-riveci bl:.,:1r lrc::e gree'bed-rr,'ith 'Lhe f-r-re of sr'rati-ar-ns, n':''chine-ilms :-trd' bazookas

fro:r ine fii"u si-cfis cf tr:e bo;l' Ile :n:ssion faj.led'

fell. cn the 3rd Batta}i-on'
plan+s ancl i':rore strafing'

NARAoateEJQ i I
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35Sth InfantrY - Hist'c @
DurinEthcciaynon-e5s''rntialrol"dblockstrer*ord.oredblotrn'B3tLa'lioi:s

-:ere arthorizr:d iI" uox* suckr aciion as was dceme'1 neeess:r'ry" Internitient shell-

it g ttornused the Znd Battalion t'roopso

I?re-policy of patrolling.v,ras ,aainta-lr-ned a]1d a patrol was dispa"tched to

Driesb.r,ch to checl< if any civilieurs or Gevmanu .oui* in the !o*, ancl to take

rrisone:.s if possible. Tire p.atroiis vsp,)rt *o.u.".gn'iiou' - ?.o*Pir"7 
rri:l!r establj-shed

an ;Lrbush, a.Iso ,rt-tf,, tfr* m:isiicn-'If-ta.fcinq a prisoier, anci thei-r tfforts brou;ht

a ne-ati-rrerePort.

I]heBlttalionsacloptec]-thepolicyof}reepi.ngtheenenqloecuoied.Trucks
tnC vehicles i.rere run about res',:i."titt**"u's "'ntt"pi*"ty 

of" lrotor gunn1ng' One

effort in the Srcl Battalion area 'Iras 5o successfi:i tirai it d re'r' BB fire'

DECLASSIITiTy

w - ^l I

DeceTlheT lrrLlri

i;he rear '!r as pro.lressing f a"vorl'"Dly and--{fr*-.rtegm*nt- 
t"ras now nearly up to fi':-11

29 Decenber 19lil

iO Decer,i''er l9lrl+

Defensive Fire PIan. It n'es i-nstructed -bhat

iru1, that it no,*d not be observed fi-reo
dui-ng 'Lhe rlay and nigirt, but most of their

t.{

ri

{
't1
rtl

7
ii
:*

?
1!

,i
f

Batial-ions practiced firin3 in-their respective areas' ?i:ey fired all
.=rec.pons frcln rifies to bazooks,' I :rO BattaJ-ion pairol encountered a co-grrter-

pa.tro} ano exctraig-a-*lr"it. 'I}1e *"*t y esCaped, lut it t'ras lmot'nt t'hat scme of
tnem .iere wounded"

And noiy came i;he real highli.;irt of the cay. At 2130, Lt. Anderson, 2nd

ljatbalion, reported that ire tra.A ti'urc pris,lners. ,?hese were the fi-rst of the

e1*sive.enemy to be cap'bureri luring Lhin pt*uent oper,:.tion.. At 2230 the;r l"rere

brou:ht to the Reginen',,al Ca;ge for''interrb3ation. 
- ithe mission of the prisoners

hacl i:een to g:.ithei infornatior, "o""*rning 
fanks a'nrl artillery positionse and th''"y

had conpleted their mission an,l orere refuIrnin; to their linei 
"t'hen 

capturedo ?hey

l(r-:re not the ,'anatica.l Nazi, "but rather a. cool, calm soldier.

fhe Regimental traini-ng pro;ra'm to
replacementi ere still. b e-'r-n;; rece:-ved'
stren&th"

-

'Ihe Regiment, received the CorPs

i-t c,:'.rld orrler defense on inls PJ-an,

A'--nressi ve r:alr,:l]-ing',ras continued
'-!)lf- --- 

_-

refic,rts iyere negati're or routi-ne"

ltre lst Battal-ion j'*nped off at 0834 riith the i-ssion to corirb the tuoods and

ar.ea :!-n the Iteginental Secior. The-y saw no eneny, but clid see. evi4ences of recent

occupation and tr*"uu o-t vehicul*r nro*r***.rt. On"i,he rvsNi-trt') trip, a rnj-ne lvas set

oirr'ior.rnding lst Lt. Irctsche and f,iro enlisterd :nen.

al

i*ill

I
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35Bth Infantry - Historg - 31 Decenber 19hlr

A thirty-two man aggressive patro} oI.C.oTp*}r.rlF|l,.Ied by lt. Davisg jurnped

off e.t 0815. f'hey quicl<ly reach*i-iyt*ir linrited tu3*ciirru - three houses. Treo

of ihe housesvo ere vacant, bu! tir. itira yeilded }3'Germans and 3 ciyrrian::-3-*""
rrere no casualtil;"'-Til.;-i S n pair"i retir.rned without prisoners. Their progress

ha.d been storr clue io mine fields and because of the slosness cf their advance' any

Gernans in t heir .ri"i"i-iy '*ou1d have tirne to hide or retrea't'

EneiriX planes continued, to opera'te over thl Reglmg"t+ A1ea,' The OPrs continued

t,o n:al<e their f"*q,i*"i-reports. "A1crt nen martnea {freir lonely 6Pts and outposts"

T.he yearts end saw the Regimenta-l and Batta-1ion Staff officers hard at work

naking plans tfrai--,ould make t[*-;;ilg year the year of Peace---ar:d the ]ast year

for mEn to be a'rray from their homes'

]li . _27-


